Illinois Green Government Coordinating Council

Minutes of the December 19, 2006 Meeting, 10:30 a.m.

Roll Call: Lt. Governor Pat Quinn, Don Barnes (Department of Central Management Services), Hans Detweiler (Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity), Prentis Johnson (Department of Central Management Services), Jeri Knaus (Waste Management and Research Center), Lisa Mattingly (Capital Development Board), Amy McDaniels (Department of Central Management Services), Laura Perna (Illinois Department of Natural Resources), Carol Pinkerton (Illinois Department of Healthcare and Family Services), Geoff Potter (Department of Central Management Services), Matt Schmidt (Illinois Department of Natural Resources), Doug Scott (Illinois Environmental Protection Agency), Leslie Sgro (Illinois Department of Natural Resources), Joe Shacter (Environmental Law and Policy Center), George Vander Velde (Waste Management and Research Center), Danielle Welliever (Illinois Guardianship and Advocacy Commission)

Other Attendees: 

Carolyn Brown Hodge, Katie McClain, Mary Beth Murphy, Benjamin Pietrzyk, Sodiqa Williams (Office of Lt. Governor)
Call to Order and Opening Remarks
Lt. Governor Pat Quinn welcomed the attendees to the seventh quarterly meeting of the Illinois Green Government Coordinating Council. 

Discussion of Previous Meeting’s Minutes

The Council approved the minutes from September 15, 2006, without corrections.

Update from the Office of the Lt. Governor
· Sustainable Universities: Ben Pietrzyk (LTG) reported that 15 universities and community colleges had signed onto the Sustainable University Compact that was introduced at the Sustainable University Symposium on June 28, 2006 in Springfield.  The Compact has 12 goals that are to be implemented within 4 years.  A list of the current schools are: Western Illinois University, Robert Morris College, Roosevelt University, John Wood Community College, Columbia College Chicago, Kishwaukee College, Governors State University, Northwestern University, St. Francis University, Chicago State, Elgin Community College, Black Hawk College, Rend Lake College, DePaul University, Illinois State University.  Most recently DePaul University signed onto 10 of the 12 goals, while Illinois State signed onto 9 of 12 goals.  Some of the most common goals are the non-toxic cleaning products, the Energy Star challenge, and the goal to reduce the school’s waste by 15%.  Some of the least common goals are to use 25% food from local farmers and to compost 5000 pounds of organic waste.  Right now the Lt. Governor’s office is doing follow-up with the universities in order to get designees from the schools along with sending out congratulatory letters to the universities and college.     

· Municipal Symposium:  Ben Pietrzyk (LTG) reported that on December 14, 2006 at DePaul University’s Lincoln Park Campus the First Sustainable Cities Symposium was held.  There was a good showing of about 95 people including speakers.  Attendees included officials from about 15 different municipalities including: Aurora, Lombard, Urbana, Elgin, Northbrook, Carol Stream, Morton Grove, Hazel Crest, Batavia, Niles, Wilmette, Oak Park, Naperville, and Evanston.  At the symposium there were informational sessions on Green Building, Sustainable Transportation, Financing/Grants, Green Permitting, Recycling, Water Conservation, and Air Quality.  The Lt. Governor noted that it would be important to keep the municipalities engaged in sustainability practices.  He also noted that a municipal compact similar to the University compact would be a good way to keep them engaged.  The Lt. Governor stated that he would like to make each of the symposiums an annual event.  In the second quarter of 2007 the Green Government Symposium will be held, followed by the universities and colleges in the third quarter.  
Update from Council Committees

· Energy:  Don Barnes (CMS) reported that the Department of Corrections is conducting a site assessment, which includes temperature management.  They will track the temperatures throughout the summer and winter in order to do their analysis.  The energy subcommittee has been working on Green Power Purchasing and in December there was statewide involvement to buy 24-26 million Kilowatt-hours of energy.  Doug Scott (IEPA) noted that Springfield and Sierra Club are working on getting renewable wind energy.  The Lt. Governor noted that the State of Illinois must drive the renewable market.  Hans Detweiler (DCEO) brought up the issue of municipalities having franchise agreements with the utilities, which causes a disincentive for them to conserve energy since they are not directly paying for it.  The council would need to find out which municipalities have this type of agreement and when they are up for renewal.  
· Green Purchasing:  Katie McClain (LTG) reported that John Donato (IEPA) will be the chair of this subcommittee and would be looking at all the contracts coming down the pipeline for “greening” opportunities on a monthly basis.

· Incentives:  Hans Detweiler (DCEO) reported that there are incentives for state governments in the Clean Energy Community Foundation and in the Kresge Foundation.  Outside the state government there is a lag in Illinois for private funding.  The Lt. Governor asked about ComEd trust fund.  Hans noted that this money is for coal and renewable energies, but is a small percentage.  Hans concluded by mentioning the BioFuels Working Group that the Lt. Governor and him co-chair.  This working group originated under the Governor’s new energy plan.  The working group met two times so far and is working on legislative actions for the upcoming session.  

· Sustainable Transportation:  Ben Pietrzyk (LTG) reported that Barb Bonansinga (CMS’s Fleet Manager) could not make it to the meeting today, but wanted to share some information.  First, there will be an I-Go car at the Springfield Amtrak station soon for state employees to use.  I-Go is a non-for-profit company where members pay a fee to use car placed mostly around Chicago.  The user does not have to pay for insurance or gas, only a membership fee.  More information about this car and how it will be used with respect to state employees will be provided at a later date.  A couple questions pertaining to this was how the State of Illinois would voucher I-Go usage and how to get the word out to State of Illinois employees.  She also wanted to note that the State of Illinois is projected to use over 150,000 gallons of E-85 in the new fiscal year.  Biodiesel numbers will be updated soon.  The Lt. Governor noted that for the next quarterly meeting he would like updated numbers for Flex-Fuel Vehicles, E-85, and Biodiesel.  

· State Fair:  Katie McClain (LTG) reported that there is no update from this subcommittee.  The recycling campaign at the last state fair recycled 1000 pounds.  Leslie Sgro (DNR) noted that they wanted to implement more innovative ideas for this upcoming state fair, including working with Conservation world.  The Lt. Governor expressed that this committee should be proactive in doing more recycling at the next state fair.

· Water Conservation:  Laura Perna (DNR) reported that Illinois should look to Texas for ideas on water conservation.  In Texas the rainwater that is collected is distributed to the driest parts of the state.  In Illinois during significant rainfalls a lot of the water is dumped straight into Lake Michigan and this needs to be reduced.  Water sustainability projects are necessary in a post 9-11 world.  Matt Schmidt (DNR) noted that in Colorado they use xeric plants, which are great for landscaping dry areas.  Laura concluded by noting that if hotels practiced rainwater collection they could use it for the laundry.
· Computer Purchasing:  Prentis Johnson (CMS) reported that the master contract for computer recycling has been completed.  Premier Computing Services will be doing the recycling for all State of Illinois computers.  The contract addressed the following areas: collection and pickup, data wipe, resale, recycling surplus computers and proper waste management.  The salvageable computers will be donated to groups like the Boys and Girls Club where programs will be added.  George Vander Velde (WMRC) encouraged the subcommittee to look more into the donation aspect of the recycled computers.  Jeri Knaus (WMRC) brought up that at some schools (SIUC) have had to trash their keyboards and mice because they are not tagged by CMS with a number and wanted to know if they could be fixed.  Answer forthcoming by Prentis.  Also the Lt. Governor asked how many computers become obsolete in a year.  Answer forthcoming by Prentis.  Prentis also gave an update on the Green Lease Program.  The build out is on schedule and the space should be occupied around Earth Week.  Also CMS is creating a database on what will qualify for LEED points.  On top of that they are working with the City of Chicago on a joint purchasing for green products such as carpet. 
· Recycling:  Jeri Knaus (WMRC) reported that the recycling committee is creating a questionnaire to be given to all building managers.  This will help us assess buildings that need help establishing or increasing their recycling system.  The committee also plans on conducting waste audits throughout the year.  The Lt. Governor noted that ICYCLE is failing and needs to get some “teeth” in order to be effective. 
· Greening the Office:  Carol Pinkerton (DHFS) reported that the subcommittee had three updates.  First, the unveiling of the Office Surplus Exchange, which is a Craigslist-like messageboard for state agencies to post either things they want or things they want to get rid of.  CMS surplus is excited for this project and would be posting items soon.  Second, there will be a tip of the month posted on the Lt. Governor’s website and tip of the quarter posted in the newsletter.  The current tip is to use an e-calendar in the new year. The last update was to create a Sustainable Office/Agency Compact much like the university compact.  Offices and agencies would pledge certain goals and then would have to report back at the end of the year.  The GGCC would serve to help these offices and agencies throughout the year in order to meet these goals. Carolyn Brown Hodge (LTG) noted that she would look into how to eliminate the paper direct deposit check stubs.  
· Green Building Advisory Council:  Lisa Mattingly (CDB) reported that the Green Building Advisory Council recently met.  At this meeting the 3 subcommittees reported back to the full committee with updates.  The council decided to use the LEED standards as a basis, but to go even further by asking for certain points to be mandatory like stormwater runoff and energy efficiency.  The Council also talked about education, outreach, and advocacy to promote their ideas.    

Other/Miscellaneous
· Chicago Climate Exchange Doug Scott (IEPA) reported that the Chicago Climate Exchange (CCX) is North America’s only, and the world’s first, greenhouse gas (GHG) emission registry, reduction and trading system for all six greenhouse gases (GHGs). CCX is a self-regulatory, rules based exchange designed and governed by CCX Members. Members make a voluntary but legally binding commitment to reduce GHG emissions. By the end of Phase I (December, 2006) all Members will have reduced direct emissions 4% below a baseline period of 1998-2001.Phase II, which extends the CCX reduction program through 2010, will require all Members to reduce GHG emissions 6% below baseline.  Illinois was the second state to sign on after New Mexico.  
· State Senator Susan Garrett Environmental Assessments for Municipalities: Katie McClain (LTG) reported that we are working with Senator Garrett to draft legislation titled the Green Government Act.  This will formalize the GGCC, and help the council to be a resource for other municipalities and educational institutions.  
· GGCC Environmental Booth at Green Festival 2007: Katie McClain (LTG) reported that over Earth Day weekend Chicago will hold the Green Festival and that the GGCC will have its own booth.  The logistics of staffing the booth will be looked into in the future.  Also each committee member’s agency would be able to put literature at the booth for the public.  More about this will be discussed at a later date.   
· Media for GGCC: Ben Pietrzyk (LTG) reported that at the last meeting it was mentioned to get media attention for the GGCC.  The Lt. Governor noted that he thought the actions done by this committee speak for itself.  
· GGCC Awards Application Changes for April: Mary Beth Murphy (LTG) reported that nominations would be needed in January 2007 for the awards to be held in April.  Please contact one of the Lt. Governor’s staff to nominate.  
· Staff level Involvement for Member Agencies: Sodiqa Williams (LTG) reported that the council members should stress staff involvement from their agencies.  Any recommendations for additions to the subcommittees should be sent to the Lt. Governor’s staff.  We would like more participation in the subcommittees in the future.  
Date for Next Quarterly Meeting

Friday March 16, 2007, 2:00 p.m. (tentative)

Adjournment

Meeting adjourned at 12:15p.m.

