Illinois Green Government Coordinating Council

Minutes of the September 15, 2006 Meeting, 2:00 p.m.

15th Floor, James R. Thompson Center

Roll Call: Lt. Governor Pat Quinn, Don Barnes (Department of Central Management Services), Ron Burke (Illinois Environmental Protection Agency), Hans Detweiler (Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity), Carol Dyson (Illinois Historic Preservation Agency), Janet Grimes (Capital Development Board), Jeri Knaus (Waste Management and Research Center), Lisa Mattingly (Capital Development Board), Amy McDaniels (Central Management Services), Carol Pinkerton (Illinois Department of Healthcare and Family Services), Matt Schmidt (Illinois Department of Natural Resources), George Vander Velde (Waste Management and Research Center), Malcolm Weems (Central Management Services), (Department of Agriculture), Ron Wheeler (Central Management Services)

Other Attendees: 

Carolyn Brown Hodge, Katie McClain, Mary Beth Murphy, Dan Persky, Benjamin Pietrzyk, Sodiqa Williams (Office of Lt. Governor)
Call to Order and Opening Remarks
Lt. Governor Pat Quinn welcomed the attendees to the sixth quarterly meeting of the Illinois Green Government Coordinating Council. 

Discussion of Previous Meeting’s Minutes

The Council approved the minutes from June 16, 2006, without corrections.

Update from the Office of the Lt. Governor
· Sustainable Universities: Dan Persky (LTG) reported that 11 universities and community colleges had signed onto the Sustainable University Compact that was introduced at the Sustainable University Symposium on June 28, 2006 in Springfield.  The Compact has 12 goals that are to be implemented within 4 years.  Most schools were choosing between 3-5 goals on the Compact.  The Lt. Governor noted that he would like for everyone on the GGCC to get a copy of the compact and that he would like to see an annual Sustainable University Symposium.  Carolyn Brown Hodge (LTG) reported that Lakeland Community College and Shawnee Community College both have received grants for an electric cooperative that will use geothermal energy.  Lisa Mattingly (CDB) reported that Heartland Community College is also using geothermal energy and that Kankakee Community College currently had a Thermal Ice Storage System.  The Lt. Governor wanted to look into the possibility of having Lincoln’s tomb energy source to be geothermal. A list of the current schools are: Western Illinois University, Robert Morris College, Roosevelt University, John Wood Community College, Columbia College Chicago, Kishwaukee College, Governors State University, Northwestern University, St. Francis University, Chicago State, Elgin Community College.  

· Annual Report:  Dan Persky (LTG) reported that on September 1, 2006 the GGCC Annual Report was completed and was available for distribution.  The report would be sent out in hard copy to all council members within the next couple of weeks.  He noted that between 30-40 agencies were included in the report for their good work.  The Lt. Governor recognized the good work that the GGCC had done in the past year.  

· Municipal Symposium:  Katie McClain (LTG) reported that November 17, 2006 would be the first Municipal Symposium in Aurora.  The agenda was not set and she would be willing to take suggestions from any of the council members.  Any ideas or suggestions would be greatly appreciated.  Katie McClain also reported on the Change a Light; Change a World Day that would take place on October 4, 2006.  If every American changed a light to a CFL light bulb, which is environmentally friendly, the amount of energy used would be greatly reduced.  Each Illinoisan would be able to register their new light bulb online so that we can track the progress.  The Lt. Governor noted that state agencies would be encouraged to take part in the Change a Light; Change a World Day.

· State Fair: Carolyn Brown Hodge (LTG) reported that 1000 pounds of plastic was recycled at the Sate Fair from the plastic soda bottles.  Next year the recycling project would be expanded to include cardboard.

· Governor Blagojevich’s Energy Plan: George Vander Velde (Waste Management and Research Center) and the Lt. Governor spoke about the “Big Green Bus” which run on yellow “grease” or waste oil from restaurants.  WMRC is working with the University of Illinois to refine the yellow grease into biodiesel.  The Lt. Governor spoke about an event earlier in the summer when he met with the Dartmouth students that drive the “Big Green Bus” all around the United States promoting alternative energy.  The Lt. Governor went on to say that the plan calls for a 50% reduction of foreign oil to be replaced with homegrown fuel like ethanol, bio-diesel and Cellulosic fuel.  The Lt. Governor briefly talked about Cellulosic ethanol and its benefits.  Hans Detweiler (Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity) spoke about the Energy Plan’s goal of having 50% of all motor fuels to be green by 2017.  He also reported that by 2017 all gas stations must be E-85 ready.  The Lt. Governor concluded by reporting three new groups that would aid in these goals: the Biofuels Investment & Infrastructure Working Group, Coal Gasification & Carbon Sequestration Working Group and Clean Car and Energy Efficiency Working Group

· Introduction of the Newly Formed Committees: Katie McClain (LTG) introduced the newly formed committees for the GGCC.  The committee chairmanship is as follows: 

	Energy
	LTG staff Katie McClain

	Hans
	Detweiler

	Don 
	Barnes

	Green Purchasing   LTG staff Katie McClain

	TBD
	

	Incentives LTG staff Ben Pietrzyk 

	Hans
	Detweiler

	Lisa 
	Mattingly

	Sustainable Transportation LTG staff Dan Persky

	Barb 
	Bonansinga

	State Fair   LTG staff Dan Persky

	Jeri 
	Knaus

	Randy
	Wells

	Water Conservation   LTG staff Sodiqa Williams

	Laura 
	Perna

	Computer Purchasing LTG staff Sodiqa Williams

	Prentis 
	Johnson    

	Recycling   LTG staff Mary Beth Murphy

	Jeri 
	Knaus

	Greening the Office   LTG staff Mary Beth Murphy and Ben Pietrzyk

	Kevin 
	Greene


Update from Council Committees

· Energy:  Don Barnes (Department of Central Management Services) reported that currently the state purchases 3% renewable energy for 15 accounts in the ComEd territory, but in the future will purchase from 3% to 7% renewable energy for up to 4,000 accounts across the state.  This committee is in the preliminary stages trying to formulate the roles and goals for it in the future.  The $300,000 in the budget for energy efficiency was also brought up and Lisa Mattingly discussed the various projects that most likely will be funded.  Most of the projects are steam traps that were identified from earlier energy audits.
· Green Purchasing:  Katie McClain (LTG) reported that this committee still does not have a chairperson, but the search is underway.  This committee will focus on continuing a green cleaning initiatives, looking into hybrid cars, and the CMS contracts where environmentally friendly products can be included. Ron Burke (Illinois Environmental Protection Agency) noted that the committee should work with the Green Purchasing Network, run by the City of Chicago and the Delta Institute.

· Incentives:  Lisa Mattingly (Capital Development Board) and Hans Detweiler (Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity) had an initial teleconference, which focused on different grant programs that could give money to help build green buildings.   
· Sustainable Transportation:  Dan Persky (LTG) reported that the committee had an initial teleconference attended by 17 people.  This committee will work with the newly formed Governor’s task forces on renewable fuels and fuel conservation.  The committee is also exploring increased car sharing, better use of Amtrak services, tele-work and shared work facilities.

· State Fair:  Dan Persky (LTG) reported that the committee had not yet met.  The Lt. Governor asked for the committee to look into whether somewhere in the United States a Green State Fair exists.  

· Water Conservation:  Sodiqa Williams (LTG) reported that this committee had their first meeting.  However, Laura Perna, the Water Conservation Chair could not join because of personal reasons.  Joining Sodiqa in the first water conservation meeting was Matt Schmidt (DNR) and Brian Rodely (IEPA).  One of the committee’s initial goals is to work with IEPA to provide technical assistance to universities and community colleges for installing low flow toilets, rain barrels, and waterless urinals.

· Computer Purchasing:  Sodiqa Williams (LTG) reported that Prentis Johnson, the Computer Purchasing Chair, was not present.  She reported for Prentis that CMS’s goals included completing the RFP to clear hard drives from state computers so that they can be either salvaged or properly disposed.  Secondly, CMS plans to switch computer purchasing from owning to leasing computers (the cost-benefit is that operators pick up the computer and are in charge of disposing or salvaging it). Hans Detweiler also discussed the Computer Equipment and Disposal and Recycling Commission’s Final Report and mentioned that it is now up to the state legislature to draft and pass a law to implement the report recommendations. 
· Recycling:  Jeri Knaus (Waste Management and Research Center) reported that this committee wanted to expand the mini-bin pilot program.  This program uses small bins for garbage, so people are conscious of the amount of waste they produce.  The recycling bin would be bigger, so to reinforce recycling all types of paper.  Also the TerraCycle program was introduced, which was a $0.05 bottle refund on all 20 ounce plastic bottles that can be used by the office toward other environmental programs.  Lastly more Waste Audits on state buildings were asked for so that the numbers of recycling could be seen.   
· Greening the Office:  Mary Beth Murphy (LTG) reported that this committee would look at the office, the individual, and the state to implement its goals.  Some early ideas were double-sided printing, reuse paper, light sensors, green office cleaning products, bringing coffee mugs, direct deposit and to give the statistics of how everyone was doing.  Also a Craigslist idea is being formulated where surplus office supplies could be exchanged.  
Other/Miscellaneous 

· Green Building Advisory Council:  Lisa Mattingly (Capital Development Board) reported the council had its second meeting at the Chicago Center for Green Technology over the summer and has created sub-committees (Performance Measurement, Green Project Guidelines and Green Building Standards) to better achieve the goals of the council.  The Lt. Governor wants to put the state in the forefront on this issue especially coming on the heels of the Governor’s Energy Plan.
·  Global Warming Meeting:  Katie McClain (LTG) reported on a global warming meeting Environment Illinois and the Lt. Governor’s office put on.  At this meeting a representative from California’s state assembly discussed their new global warming bill, a representative from the Northeast cap and trade program (RGGI) talked about what they are doing, and a global warming scientist presented the scientific aspects of global warming.  Environment Illinois is still working to get a group of legislators together to determine the best route for Illinois to take.
· Environmental Management System:  George Vander Velde (Waste Management and Research Center) suggested having all the agencies create Environmental Management Systems, an environmental footprint for the agency.  The federal government does this, and one state agency, the Department of Military Affairs.  The Lt. Governor recommended that we look further into this idea.  

· More Press:  Ron Wheeler (CMS) noted that the GGCC should do press events.  Press events would let the public see what the GGCC has done and what it will do in the future.  
· Work on the green government agenda for the next meeting, including our legislative agenda.  Everyone should try to think of what laws we should try to pass in the next legislative session.  We need to create a committee for this; potential members could be WMRC, CMS, and IEPA.
Date for Next Quarterly Meeting

December 15, 2006, 2:00 p.m.

Adjournment

Meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m.

