Illinois Green Government Coordinating Council

Minutes of the March 23, 2007 Meeting, 2:00 p.m.

Roll Call: Lt. Governor Pat Quinn, Don Barnes (Department of Central Management Services), Hans Detweiler (Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity), Bob Schaaf (Department of Central Management Services), Jeri Knaus (Waste Management and Research Center), Lisa Mattingly (Capital Development Board), Amy McDaniels (Department of Central Management Services), Carol Pinkerton (Illinois Department of Healthcare and Family Services), Geoff Potter (Department of Central Management Services) Ron Burke (Illinois Environmental Protection Agency), Barb Bonansinga (Department of Central Management Services), Joe Shacter (Environmental Law and Policy Center), George Vander Velde (Waste Management and Research Center), Kevin Greene, (Illinois Environmental Protection Agency, Ron Wheeler ((Department of Central Management Services), Curtis Howard (Department of Central Management Services, Mike Jackson (Historic Preservation Agency),  Jared Thornley (Department of Agriculture)
Other Attendees: Carolyn Brown-Hodge, Marc Miller, Katie McClain, Mary Beth Murphy, Cory Foster, Cameron Schilling, Jamie Caston (Office of Lt. Governor), Dave Vaught

Call to Order and Opening Remarks

Lt. Governor Pat Quinn welcomed the attendees to the eighth quarterly meeting of the Illinois Green Government Coordinating Council.

Discussion of Previous Meeting’s Minutes

The Council approved the minutes from December 19, 2006, without corrections.

Update from the Office of Lt. Governor

· Legislation: Katie McClain (LTG) reported that HB 0895 passed out of the House.  The bill requires schools K-12 to use non-toxic cleaning products. The bill designates the GGCC as the group to convene a work group that will identify the list of cleaning products that are considered non-toxic. Katie also reported that SB 46 passed in the Senate and will move to the House. SB 46 codifies the Executive Order that established the GGCC. Additionally, SB 46 mandates state agencies to work with the GGCC, and it will allow universities and schools to voluntarily participate in the GGCC. Finally, SB 46 will create a formal reporting structure, where the GGCC will make reports available online. Joe Shacter (ELPC) reported on SB 1583, which creates the Electronic Scrap Recycling Act. SB 1583 encourages recycling and establishes a commission to oversee the recycling process for electronic devices covered under the Act. Katie reported on the Phosphorus Bill – SB 376, which passed out of the Senate and will go the House. The Phosphorus Bill is a statewide ban on the sell of dishwashing detergent that contains more than 0.5% phosphorus. By July 2010, it will be illegal to sell dishwasher detergent with phosphorous in the State of Illinois. 

· Green Government Symposium: Katie McClain (LTG) reported that the first Green Government Symposium was held around Earth Day last year, but this year the Green Government Symposium will be held in July. The university symposium will hopefully be held at Illinois State University in August and the local government symposium will be in December and the location is to be determined. Katie welcomed any ideas from the GGCC members on the Green Government Symposium. Lt. Governor suggested that all GGCC members come together and swap “green ideas.”

Update from Council Committees

Energy – Don Barnes (CMS) reported that CMS is continuing its temperature setback policies. He will send along the results (money and energy saved) once he has them. Barnes noted that the program was not as effective in warm weather, but that CMS is continuing to work on the program.  Don Barnes (CMS) also reported on the Green Power Purchasing and noted that the state’s energy portfolio now consists of 3% renewable energy. He stated that the contract includes an increase up to 5% by the third year. CMS purchased 29,000,000 kWh green power per annum which will yield the following emission reductions, which runs through May 2008: Carbon Dioxide – 32,828 tons, Volatile organic compounds – 1,392 lbs, Nitrogen Oxide – 80 tons, Carbon Monoxide – 4.5 tons, Sulphur Dioxide – 146 tons, Particulate matter – 2.1 tons and Mercury – 2.3 lbs. Don Barnes also reported that CMS would like to expand the program. The Chicago Park District and the City of Bloomington have joined the program and the Illinois Secretary of State is actively pursuing enrollment. This is a great accomplishment for Illinois and because of these efforts the State of Illinois is a leader in green power purchasing. 

· Green Purchasing – Kevin Greene (EPA) reported that this committee met for the first time in January 2007. They have identified four key areas they would like the committee to work on: pest management in state facilities, green cleaning products in state buildings, recycle content specifications for paper and the ELMS soybean roofing membrane. The committee identified they will need help in deciding which of their key target areas would best fall under CMS or CDB. Kevin also stated that they would like environmental teams to work with a purchasing agent to put together RFP’s for green purchasing. 

· Sustainable Transportation – Barb Bonansinga (CMS) reported that Amtrak’s ridership has increased by 69%. On the state-supported trains on the Chicago-Carbondale route, 81,285 passengers rode on the six trains, an increase of more than 35% for the same period during the previous year. The state-supported trains on this route had 68,347 passengers during the period ending January 30, which is a 69% increase from January 2006. In four months ending January 30, 137,882 passengers rode on the ten trains on the Chicago-St. Louis corridor, which was a 29% increase from the same period a year earlier. The number of passengers on the state-supported trains on this route was 75,791, including 18,730 for January. Barb also reported on the I-Go pilot program, where there will be a vehicle available at the Springfield Amtrak station. She also reported on a new lease from Ford for a hybrid E-85 vehicle for state use. 

· Green Building Advisory Committee – Lisa Mattingly (CDB) reported that the committee recently had a full advisory meeting and recommended guidelines for state buildings to achieve LEED Silver certification. Lisa distributed a handout with projects and their current green level status. Lisa also added that Western Illinois University is completing a $61 million performing arts center that will achieve LEED silver certification. Truman College is completing a $30 million student services/multi-use facility with a parking lot. The green level status is unknown at this time. Ron Burke (IEPA) asked about the green level status of the Stratton Building. Lisa responded that it was too early in the process to determine the status at this time. The Lt. Governor asked about the list of buildings that are candidates for soybean coating. Lisa responded that there is not enough funding at this point for buildings that are candidates for soybean coating. Lisa commented that they are reaching out to the agencies to determine if they have money in their operation and maintenance budget to cover this expense. 

State Fair – Katie McClain (LTG) reported that she is waiting to hear back from Leslie Sgro (DNR) for a name to work on this committee, but there is no one currently chairing this committee. She also stated that she and Ron Burke talked about having the members of GGCC brainstorming ideas for the State Fair in August 2007. Katie mentioned that last year there was the Green Team and they focused on recycling, and that it could be repeated again for this year. Jared Thornley (Department of Agriculture) mentioned that Michael Rahe from the Department of Agriculture would be a good participant on this committee. 

· Water Conservation – Katie McClain (LTG) reported for Laura Perna (DNR) that the committee is trying to identify five DNR buildings where the downspout could be disconnected for storm water management. 

· Computer Purchasing – Bob Schaaf (CMS) reported that the State is replacing old computers, and that CMS has gathered all surplus computers and they are in the process of being wiped. Bob mentioned that some of the surplus computers might be able to be donated April. George Vander Velde (WMRC) asked if the software on the surplus computers would need to be re-registered by the new owners of the computers or if the current software would still be usable? There were additional comments and questions regarding this subject that need follow up by Bob and other sub-committee members. 

· Recycling – Curtis Howard (CMS) reported on the I-CYCLE program. Curtis mentioned that there is a lack of statewide coordination and state agency participation. He also stated that the program is only funded with $150,000 per year, and staffed with one individual. Curtis recommended moving the I-CYCLE program from its current location in CMS. The Lt. Governor stated that he wanted Curtis and the sub-committee to put together some recommendations and solutions by the end of the legislative session and review them at the next GGCC meeting. 

· Greening the Office – Carol Pinkerton (DHFS) reported that there is a new addition to the green government website called I-SWAP, where state agencies can connect with other state agencies to swap their surplus office supplies. Carol reported that the first swap was with the Department of Corrections. She mentioned that for items with tags, agencies have been instructed to contact surplus properties so they will be informed of the swap between agencies. Carol stated that the designee list should be utilized to get more agencies to encourage more use. Geoff Potter asked what was the first item swapped? Mary Beth Murphy will follow up with him.

· Recycle – Conversation revisited on the I-CYCLE program. George Vander Velde (WMRC) suggested the GGCC conduct an in-depth review to find out if the law would need modification before a task force could be added. Katie suggested that the recycle committee come up with recommendation on how to deal with the I-CYCLE program.

Other/Miscellaneous

· Chicago Climate Exchange – Ron Burke (IEPA) reported that he hopes the State will be members next month. Members make a voluntary but legally binding commitment to reduce GHG emissions.  Illinois will be the second state to sign on after New Mexico. Ron also reported on the Climate Change Advisory Group and stated that the first meeting was in February.  The group will continue to meet until July 2007. The committee will be looking at 80 strategies and narrowing it down from that. The next meeting will be April 3, 2007.

· Green Fest – Katie McClain (LTG) reported that Green Fest will be April 21-22, 2007 at McCormick Place. Washington D.C. and San Francisco also host Green Fest and have done so in previous years. DCEO, CMS and EPA each paid $5000 so that the GGCC could participate in Green Fest. Geoff Potter created a poster mock up for the banner that will showcase near the booth. Volunteers from other state agencies (located in Chicago-area) are needed to participate at Green Fest. There are ten, four-hour shifts remaining. Email Katie if there are other people interested in volunteering. Katie also mentioned that we are limited to items that could be brought in and that we could only bring in enough that one person at a time could carry. 

· GGCC Awards – Katie McClain (LTG) reported that the GGCC awards will be held in July 2007 and that the application will need to go out as soon as possible. Input and changes in the application will be incorporated in this year’s application process. 

· CMS Green Practices Website – Geoff Potter (CMS) reported that the green practices website outlines green initiatives throughout the state. The website also has a link to the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA) with the list of E-85 gas stations in Illinois and the GGCC website

· Green Lease  - Ron Wheeler (CMS) reported that he hoped to have the first floor ready of the new green lease by Green Fest in April but it will be officially ready by May 6, 2007. The second floor is scheduled to be complete by August. Ron reported that he could make a preview of the building available during Green Fest. The building address in 122 S. Michigan Ave across from Millennium Park. Ron also mentioned that they were able to located soy-based cushioned carpet for the building. Katie asked if she could coordinate a ribbon-cutting with the Lt. Governor for the building? Ron said yes.

· Language for Video Teleconferencing Participation under new Open Meetings Act amendment – Katie McClain (LTG) read a recommendation policy about meetings for the GGCC. She asked for recommendations about the policy for the next GGCC meeting. 

Date for Next Quarterly Meeting

 To be determined

Adjournment

Meeting adjourned at 3:15 p.m. 

