Illinois River Coordinating Council

February 23, 2007 Meeting Minutes

Prisco Community Center, Aurora
Call to Order: 

Marc Miller, Office of Lieutenant Governor Pat Quinn, called the meeting to order at 1:03 p.m.

Sue Voss from the Aurora Convention and visitor’s Bureau welcomed everyone to the City of Aurora.

Roll Call: 

Marc Miller, Office of the Lieutenant Governor Pat Quinn, called the roll: 

Citizen Members 

Richard Worthen, Claudia Emken (for Michael Reuter), Daphne Mitchell, Nancy Erickson (for Wendell Shauman), and Margaret Frisbie. 

State Agency Members

Joe Bybee (IDOA), Terri Weldin-Frisch (DCEO), Debbie Bruce (DNR), and Marcia Willhite (IEPA) 

Ex-Officio Members 

Ron Fisher (US FWS), Colonel Robert Sinkler (US ACE – Rock Island District), Colonel Jack Drolet (USACE – Chicago District), William Kruidenier (College of Agricultural, Consumer, and Environmental Sciences, U of I), Chris Urban (US EPA) George Groschen (USGS), Jon Hubbert (USDA – NRCS), Commander Paul Mehler, (US Coast Guard), and Doug Wilson (USDA – Rural Development).

Members Absent 
Lee Bunting, Illinois Department of Transportation, William Graff (USDA – FSA), and John Rogner (US FWS). 

Approval of Minutes: 

Marc Miller asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the August 17, 2006 meeting held at the Byron Colby Barn.  Chris Urban moved to accept and Col. Jack Drolet seconded the motion.  The Council approved the minutes.

Opening Remarks:  

Chairman Quinn thanked the City of Aurora for hosting the meeting and also thanked those in attendance for coming.  He mentioned that Representative Kevin Joyce has introduced a phosphorus bill.  This bill, HB0819, could be a model for chemical and soap companies to remove phosphorous from detergents and require a phase out by 2010.  

Member Comment Period:  

Jon Hubbert mention that the EQUIP program has $ 3 million remaining in funding from the $14 million appropriated.

FoxWalk:  
Alderman Michael Saville – City of Aurora gave a presentation on Aurora’s FoxWalk.  The City of Aurora's Riverwalk (FoxWalk) is an idea that was conceived by Alderman Michael Saville after a trip to San Antonio, Texas in the mid-1980s.  Alderman Saville was impressed by the fact that San Antonio's Riverwalk had been a key tool in the revitalization of that community.  He believed a similar project in Aurora would not only serve as a catalyst for downtown redevelopment, but would also focus public attention on a valuable natural resource, the Fox River. Implementation of the FoxWalk has been slow but steady. Some sections of the FoxWalk have been constructed along the east bank of the river's east channel, the west bank of the river's west channel, and around Stolp Island.  The North Avenue dam was removed in January 2006 to provide compensatory storage for future sections of the FoxWalk.

Rivers Edge Redevelopment:

Stephane Phifer – City of Aurora gave a presentation on Aurora’s Rivers Edge Redevelopment program.   The redevelopment of Aurora’s Riverfront centers around the Riverfront Vision Plan developed by the city of Aurora.  The vision plan outlines ideas and goals to developing Aurora’s Riverfront from an industrial riverfront to an attractive and appealing riverfront while promoting economic development of businesses along the river.  The plan calls for riverfront parks, a pedestrian bridge over the river, brownfield site cleanup, and business fronts along the river.    

Fox River Study Group:

Cindy Skrukrud – Sierra Club gave a presentation on the Fox River Study Group
This diverse coalition was formed to address sustainable growth and water quality issues in the Fox River Watershed.  Over the course of the last year, the FRSG has expanded its scope to the development of a comprehensive model of the Fox River Watershed. This model will allow the group to more clearly identify the current water quality status of the Fox River and will be a planning tool to evaluate best management practices and potential implications of development throughout the watershed.
Fox River Ecosystem Partnership C2000 and 319 projects:

Ksenia Rudensiuk - The Conservation Foundation gave a presentation on the Fox River Ecosystem Partnership (FREP) and the projects they are working on through C2000 and section 319.  FREP began in the late 90’s and provides resources and outreach to people living within the Fox River Watershed.  Mission is to help protect the natural resources of the area.  FREP has received about $2 million from C2000 to do projects.  These projects are distributed throughout the watershed and include on the ground, educational, outreach, training, and restoration projects.  They have also received about $4 million in funding from the 319 programs.     

C2000 Update:

Tammy Watson – IDNR gave on update on C2000. The program will be going through some changes.  The ecosystem administrator staff will be doing outreach to private landowners.  This will support conservation programs like CREP.  The program will sunset in 2009.  Legislative extension for C2000 is needed next year.

Context Sensitive Solutions:

David Palia – IDOT gave a presentation on Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS).  CSS is an interdisciplinary approach that seeks effective, multimodal transportation solutions by working with stakeholders to develop, build and maintain cost-effective transportation facilities, which fit into and reflect the project's surroundings - its "context".   Through early, frequent, and meaningful communication with stakeholders, and a flexible and creative approach to design, the resulting projects should improve safety and mobility for the traveling public, while seeking to preserve and enhance the scenic, economic, historic, and natural qualities of the settings through which they pass.  Illinois is leading the way on CSS.  IDOT is working with public universities to incorporate the idea in their educational programs.

Chairman Quinn asked if this program would work closely with bicyclists in order to develop bicycle paths.

Mr. Palia said IDOT is working on revising their bicycle policy and that they are planning on working closely with bicyclist to develop bicycle and pedestrian paths.
Mackinaw River Paired Watershed Study:

Maria Lemke - The Nature Conservancy gave a presentation on the Mackinaw River Paired Watershed Study.  The Mackinaw River watershed in central Illinois contains some of the most productive agricultural land in the nation. The Nature Conservancy is in the final year of a five-year Paired Watershed study within the Mackinaw River watershed. The objective of the study is to determine whether or not focused outreach can persuade people to use suggested best management practices (BMPs), determine whether or not the suggested BMPs are effective for improving hydrology, water quality and biological resources, such as fish and mussels; and, determine the diversity and scale at which these efforts need to be implemented to show a positive impact on freshwater.
Science Advisory Committee Report:

Marc Miller – Office of Lt. Governor Pat Quinn gave a report on the recent activities of the Science Advisory Committee (SAC).  SAC will also serve the Mississippi River Coordinating Council providing expert opinions on matters requested by the Chairman and the IRCC and MRCC.  The members of SAC are interested in the Sister Rivers program and have made contacts in several countries to pursue this concept.  SAC had put together a brief report on Ecosystem Services from Riparian Areas and is happy to put together other reports on issues of interest for the IRCC.  A mission statement for the SAC has been prepared and needs to be approved by the Council.

After the mission statement was read, Daphne Mitchell made a motion to accept the mission statement.  Claudia Emkin seconded the motion.  The Council approved the SAC mission statement.
Water Resources and Development Act (WRDA) Recommendations:

Marc Miller – Office of Lt. Governor Pat Quinn discussed WRDA recommendations.
In December 2006, Congressman Ray LaHood requested that an IRCC working group review WRDA language to identify gaps or potential problems in the ecosystem restoration projects and provide him with desired language for the next Congress and the WRDA effort.  Working with the IRCC, Governor Blagojevich has put together letter for WRDA language requests.  

Dam Safety Initiative Update:

Marc Miller – Office of Lt. Governor Pat Quinn gave an update on the Dam Safety Initiative.  The study of 25 dams throughout the state is underway.  The fieldwork and draft study is being completed and a public draft is expected by June 15, 2007.
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program Update:

Debbie Bruce – IDNR gave an update on the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP).  Illinois will be able to keep all 232,000 acres.  Twenty-four of 29 states with the Federal CRP had to give back acres.  The CREP training in January was very successful.
Carp Barrier Update:

Colonel Jack Drolet - US Army Corps of Engineers gave an update on the Aquatic Nuisance Species Dispersal Barrier.  The barrier was developed to prevent nuisance species, such as non-native carp, from going from the Mississippi and Illinois Rivers into the Great Lakes.  The demonstration barrier was built in 2002 and is close to the end of its 5-year life.  A permanent barrier has been constructed and they are addressing current safety questions of what effects the electric field will have on barges.  The Corps needs additional authorization and appropriation to fully complete the barrier.
Other Business:

Marc Miller announced that the council must approve a procedure for announcing and holding electronic meetings via teleconference or videoconference.  

After the suggested procedure language was read, Bill Kruidenier made a motion to accept the procedure.  Daphne Mitchell seconded the motion.  The Council approved the procedure.

Chairman Quinn announced that the next meeting will be held May 9, 2007 at 1:00 pm in Springfield.  
Jon Hubbert announced that 21 projects have been approved for the 2007 cycle of the Spoon River Incentives Program.

Bob Frazee, from University of Illinois Extension, announced that the next Biannual Conference on the Management of the Illinois River will be held October 2 – 4 at the Holiday Inn City Centre in Peoria.  This year’s them is The Illinois River: Continuing our Commitment.
Public Comment Period:

Chuck Roberts, from the Friends of the Fox River, presented a Kindred Spirit award the Chairman Quinn.

Ksenia Rudensiuk thanked Chairman Quinn for his support of the Fox River Ecosystem Partnership.
Adjournment:

Chairman Quinn asked for a motion to adjourn.  Marcia Willhite moved to adjourn the meeting and Debbie Bruce seconded the motion.  The Council approved the motion.  Chairman Quinn adjourned the meeting at 3:38 pm.

