
“The public policy of the State and 
the duty of each person is to provide 
and maintain a healthful environment 
for the benefit of this and future 
generations.”

- Illinois State Constitution

Environment
Lt. Governor Quinn is committed to explor-
ing and supporting innovative ways to reduce 
pollution and promote green policies. This 
puts Illinois on a path toward greater energy 
security, with a cleaner environment and a 
healthy, growing economy.

Lt. Governor Quinn drives a �exible-fuel Ford 
Taurus that runs on E-85 � a cost-effective 
fuel composed of 85 percent ethanol derived 
from Illinois corn. Using E-85 and biodiesel 
alternatives helps to preserve our environ-
ment while supporting Illinois farmers.
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Thanks to Illinois farmers, the state has a 
distinct advantage when it comes to produc-
ing biodiesel fuels from All-American energy 
sources such as soybeans and corn. Illinois is 
the nation�s leading producer of soybeans and 
the second-largest producer of corn.

Get To Know
The Big Green Bus

What�s big, green, patriotic, and smells like 
french fries?

That�s easy, it�s the Big Green Bus! A modi-
�ed school bus that runs on used vegetable 
oil, the Big Green Bus made a big green 
impact last summer when it went on a 
10-week, 10,000-mile tour, guided by a 
12-person crew of environmentally savvy 
college students.

A journey across the country to promote 
homegrown alternative fuels must include 
a stop in Illinois, and the Big Green Bus 
rolled into Chicago in June. That�s when Lt. 
Governor Quinn met up with the bus and 
its crew for lunch and a fuel stop at the White Palace Grill. After lunch the students �lled 
their tank with 50 gallons of used vegetable oil from the grill�s fryers, and, just like that, 
the Big Green Bus was on its way, spreading the word about renewable fuels and energy 
conservation across the country.

In September, Lt. Governor Quinn helped 
researchers from the Illinois Waste Man-
agement and Research Center salvage used 
kitchen oil to fuel their �vegetarian pickup 
truck,� demonstrating that it is possible to 
run a standard pickup truck on 100 percent 
biodiesel fuel.

Fueling Up With Illinois Biodiesel



Spotlight
Energy Independence Plan

In August, Governor Rod Blagojevich unveiled the Energy Indepen-
dence Plan for the State of Illinois. The plan calls for the state to cut 
its dependence on foreign petroleum products in half by 2017 and 
includes $25 million in incentives to build �ve new biodiesel plants. 
This would boost Illinois biodiesel production to 400 million gallons 
annually � a quarter of the state�s annual diesel usage � over the next 
ten years.

The plan follows many of the key recommendations of the Special Task 
Force on the Condition and Future of the Illinois Energy Infrastruc-
ture, which Lt. Governor Quinn chaired.

Under the Energy Independence Plan for the State of Illinois, consum-
ers will have increased access to biofuels such as E-85, a blend of 15 
percent gasoline and 85 percent ethanol. To increase E-85 demand, 
the state will work with automakers to increase sales of �exible-fuel 
vehicles and will encourage governments and businesses to use ve-
hicles that can run on E-85.

Under the state�s new Renewable Portfolio Standard, Illinois power 
companies will be required to generate at least 10 percent of their en-
ergy through All-American energy sources, such as wind energy and 
solar, by 2015.

As part of the plan, Governor Blagojevich named Lt. Governor Quinn 
chairman of the new Biofuels Investment and Infrastructure Work-
ing Group created to �nd new ways to increase investment in Illinois� 
biofuels industry.

Promoting All-American Energy in Edwardsville

Environm
ent




