
The Lt. Governor�s of�ce administers 
the Illinois Main Street program, which 
is now the fourth largest Main Street 
program in the nation. 

Main Street Communities
The Illinois Main Street program is based on 
a national model that offers communities help 
with downtown improvement, historic pres-
ervation and economic development. Illinois 
is one of 40 states that belong to the National 
Main Street Program, administered by the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation.

Illinois Main Street represents one of the 
state�s most effective public-private partner-
ships for community development and renew-
al. Since the program�s inception 13 years ago, 
designated communities have reported net 
gains of 1,854 new downtown businesses, and 
created 7,530 new full- and part-time jobs. 
The Illinois Main Street program has spurred 
the reinvestment of more than $600 million 
in Main Street downtowns.
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Unprecedented expansion led to the largest 
ever Main Street Day rally at the State Capitol 
in February. Representatives from more than 
60 local programs showcased their successes 
and swapped ideas for economic development 
and revitalization.

Continuing Illinois Main Street�s trend of es-
tablishing nationwide recognition, the Nation-
al Main Street Center announced it will bring 
its annual conference to Chicago in 2009.

Get To Know
Wireless Main Street Communities

As chairman of both the Main Street Ad-
visory Council and the Broadband Deploy-
ment Council, Lt. Governor Quinn is com-
mitted to improving high-speed Internet 
access to Illinois Main Street communities 
and all Illinois residents.

The Lt. Governor�s of�ce helped bring the 
Main Street communities of Mt. Vernon 
and Quincy online in 2006, effectively 
combining tourist hotspots with wire-
less hotspots as a way to spur economic 
development. Lt. Governor Quinn also 
presented technology grants to the Main 
Street communities of Belleville and Car-
bondale. The funds will help develop the 
wireless zones that are crucial to growing 
commerce in downtown areas.

Illinois Main Street
Now 69 Communities Strong

Abingdon, Aledo, Alton, Batavia, Beard-
stown, Belleville, Belvidere, Benton, 
Berwyn, Bloomington, Blue Island, Cam-
bridge, Carbondale, Champaign, Chi-
cago - Midway, Chicago - Six Corners, 
Collinsville, Crystal Lake, Danville, De-
catur, DeKalb, Dixon, DuQuoin, Dwight, 
Eldorado, Elgin, Forest Park, Galesburg, 
Genoa, Golconda, Hardin County, Har-
vard, Jacksonville, Libertyville, Lincoln, 
Lombard, Macomb, Marengo, Marion, 
Marshall, Mascoutah, Mendota, Momence, 
Monticello, Mt. Vernon, Mundelein, Mur-
physboro, O�Fallon, Orion, Paris, Pax-
ton, Pekin, Pitts�eld, Plain�eld, Pontiac, 
Princeton, Prophetstown, Quincy, Rock 
Island, Rockford, Rushville, Spring�eld, 
St. Charles, Sterling, Taylorville, Vandalia, 
Waukegan, West Frankfort and Win�eld

Honoring Jacksonville, A 2006 Great 
American Main Street Award Semi�nalist



Spotlight
Greening Main Street

In 2006, Illinois Main Street communities developed innovative projects and programs to im-
prove the environmental health and economic wellbeing of historic business districts.
Lt. Governor Quinn supported these efforts with his Greening Main Street grant program.

Crystal Lake Bike Bank
Downtown Crystal Lake, the City of Crystal Lake and the Crystal Lake Park District are using a 
grant from the Lt. Governor�s of�ce to purchase and install bicycle storage units at the nearby 
Metra station.

Cambridge College Square Park Rain Garden
Cambridge Main Street and the Village of Cambridge installed a rain garden of native Illinois 
plants in the historic College Square Park. The park is a popular gathering place that hosts a 
farmers market, Music at the Pavilion concert series and the annual Main Street Fest.

Genoa Canoe Rental Program
Genoa Main Street and the Genoa Township Park District are using their Greening Main Street 
grant to establish a canoe rental program on the Kishwaukee River. Tourists and shoppers in 
downtown Genoa will be able to rent a canoe at any of several downtown businesses.

Quincy Bikes
Historic Quincy Business District is establishing a bike rental program using six rental loca-
tions. Quincy is home to several popular historic and recreation sites. Customers of the Quincy 
Bikes program will now have access to the Dogwood Trail, the Lincoln-Douglas debate site, the 
John Woods Mansion and the Riverfront Corridor.

A Path to Charming and Historic Lincoln
The Illinois Department of Natural Resources is establishing a bike trail from Chicago to St. 
Louis with three proposed stop-off locations in Lincoln. Main Street Lincoln is using a Green-
ing Main Street grant to install educational signs to inform bicyclists about the unique history 
of the only town named for Abraham Lincoln while he was still alive. Bike racks will also be 
installed at local parks and City Hall.

M
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Get To Know
Hardin County

Illinois Main Street celebrated its �rst 
countywide community to achieve Main 
Street status in 2006.

Hardin County, nestled in the scenic 
Shawnee Hills of Southeastern Illinois, 
represents a creative and collaborative 
Main Street community dotted with his-
toric attractions such as Elizabethtown�s 
Rose Hotel, Rosiclare�s American Fluorite 
Museum and Cave-In-Rock�s State Park.

With help from Illinois Main Street, 
Hardin County is now bene�ting from 
increased transportation and tourism 
opportunities as well as an increase in 
community education classes and small 
business seminars.

In November, Lt. Governor Quinn joined Main 
Street leaders and community volunteers at 
the 13th annual Illinois Main Street Confer-
ence.

More than 200 Main Street participants ben-
e�ted from two days of cutting edge informa-
tion on cultural tourism trends, grant writing, 
�nancial incentives, best-design practices, 
target markets and other downtown revital-
ization topics.

The coveted 2006 Premier Project Award 
went to Downtown Danville Inc. for its in-
novative revitalization of the New Holland 
Apartments.

Once a vacant structure looming over down-
town Danville, the New Holland Apartment 
building is now an energy-ef�cient green 
facility, thriving with residential and low-in-
come housing.

Award Winning New Holland Apartments In Danville




