
The mission of the Governor’s Rural 
Affairs Council is everybody in, nobody 
left out.

Rural Illinois
The Governor�s Rural Affairs Council repre-
sents our state�s commitment to advancing 
the rural economy with improved education, 
transportation and health care services. Lt. 
Governor Quinn chairs this coalition of gov-
ernment leaders, community service provid-
ers, academic researchers and rural citizens.

This year, the council celebrated 20 years of 
collaborative efforts to improve the quality 
of rural life. The council is bridging the gap 
between local and state government through 
grass-roots activities and creating effective 
public-private partnerships.
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In a special tribute to Paul Simon�s life of 
dedicated public service, Lt. Governor Quinn 
announced the new Paul Simon Parkway and 
Freeway. Lt. Governor Quinn unveiled new 
road signs marked with the late senator�s 
name and a bow tie � a reference to Sen. 
Simon�s trademark neckwear.

The portion of Illinois Route 162 designated 
as the Paul Simon Parkway extends from U.S. 
40 to Formosa Road. The Illinois General As-
sembly also designated two-mile sections of 
Interstate routes 270 West, 70 East and 55/70 
South as the Paul Simon Freeway.

Lt. Governor Quinn is com-
mitted to enhancing transpor-
tation services for all Illinois 
communities and residents. In 
February, Lt. Governor Quinn 
cut the ceremonial ribbon to 
of�cially roll out public trans-
portation services in Richland 
and Lawrence counties.

With the expansion of RIDES 
Mass Transit District ser-
vices, more Illinois citizens 
are given the option of public 
transportation.

Taking The First Ride On RIDES In Olney

Paul Simon Museum In Troy

Dedicating Paul Simon Parkway With Sheila Simon 




