
The Earned Income Tax Credit is 
the best pro-job, pro-family and anti-
poverty tax relief ever devised.

Taxpayers and Consumers
As W-2 forms arrived in Illinois mailboxes 
alongside winter heating bills, Lt. Governor 
Quinn teamed up with the Center for Eco-
nomic Progress to educate citizens about the 
Earned Income Tax Credit.

The Earned Income Tax Credit provides relief 
to working families and individuals. Recent 
statistics show that one of every �ve eligible 
Illinois families are not taking advantage of 
this tax relief.

To reduce the large number of Illinois citi-
zens missing out on the savings, Lt. Governor 
Quinn�s of�ce funded �ve one-day tax prepa-
ration centers in the downstate communities 
of Carmi, Danville, Karnak, Macomb and 
Sparta.
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Illinois consumers were outraged when 
ComEd and Ameren announced gigantic 
rate increases of 25 to 55 percent for Illinois 
electric customers, while top utility executives 
were simultaneously taking home in�ated 
salaries and outrageous perks.

In Chicago, Quinn joined senior citizens in 
literally blowing the whistle on the greed of 
Exelon/ComEd and its �ve highest paid execu-
tives, who collected nearly $47 million in 
2005, including $27 million for the CEO alone.

Quinn also took his protest downstate to ex-
pose the in�ated salaries of Ameren�s top �ve 
executives, including a whopping $213 million 
in future company stock options.

With a nod to the men and women who once 
dumped tea in the Boston Harbor, Quinn held 
an electronic tea party in Illinois. Thousands 
of citizens e-mailed animated teabags to 
ComEd and Ameren executives.

And when a winter storm swept through 
Illinois, cutting electricity for an estimated 
235,000 Ameren households � more than 
680,000 people � Lt. Governor Quinn called 
for emergency legislation. Quinn demanded 
that utilities follow strict tree-trimming 
schedules to prevent falling tree limbs from 
causing power outages during storms.

Rallying Against Unfair ComEd Rate Hike

Blowing The Whistle On ComEd With
St Genevieve’s Friendship Club

Sending An Electronic Teabag With Boston Tea 
Party Descendant Charles Chauncey Wells



Get To Know
Bob Hinde

Bob Hinde knows an overcharge when he sees one. Before he retired he was a retail 
price inspector for the city of Des Plaines. So it�s no surprise he noticed when he was 
overcharged at the cash register three 
times in only three months. But the last 
time was hard not to notice. Hinde was 
charged $102.13 for two tomatoes.

Because no Illinois shopper should have 
to go through the checkout line wonder-
ing if the store�s price scanners are on 
the square, Lt. Governor Quinn joined 
with Bob Hinde to introduce the Retail 
Consumer Protection Act, which is de-
signed to curb the nickel-and-diming of 
Illinois consumers by inaccurate price 
scanners.

The Retail Consumer Protection Act 
includes stiff �nes and store-by-store 
accountability to ensure retail chains 
eliminate scanner pricing errors and 
stop charging customers more at the 
checkout counter than the price adver-
tised in the aisles.

Taxpayers And Consum
ers

Standing in Chase Plaza � home of the third 
largest bank in the United States with $1.6 
trillion in assets � Lt. Governor Quinn intro-
duced legislation to end the common practice 
of banks double charging consumers for the 
same Automatic Teller Machine (ATM) trans-
action.

ATM users typically face both a point-of-ser-
vice surcharge from the ATM operator, plus 
an additional ATM usage fee assessed by their 
own bank. These charges add up to �nancial 
pain for the more than six million ATM card-
holders in Illinois.

Quinn sought binding agreements from �nan-
cial institutions doing business with the state 
of Illinois that would roll back surcharges 
on ATM transactions and end the practice of 
double dipping. Protesting ATM Double Dipping 

Fees At Chase Plaza 




