Clean Water

Any investment of time or money in
the preservation and protection of our
waterways is an investment in the
future of llinois.

Lt. Governor Quinn leads several state initia-
tives that maintain the economic and envi-
ronmental strength of our many important
natural waterways.

These efforts include the Illinois River Coor-
dinating Council. This multi-agency partner-
ship of experts helps manage the state s pro-
grams that protect and enhance the Illinois
River Watershed. Lt. Governor Quinn also
serves on the binational Great Lakes Commis-
sion and the Great Lakes Protection Fund.
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Annou’ncing New Funding For Consérvation Reserve Enhancement Program

Hegewisch Marsh is a 100-acre undeveloped
parcel of wetlands, prairie, riverfront and
forest lands. This ecologically signi cant
area is even more unique in that it s located
on Chicago s Southeast Side, surrounded by
industry.

Lt. Governor Quinn and the Chicago Depart-
ment of Environment are leading the He-
gewisch Marsh Restoration Project - a multi-
million dollar effort to create the regions
premier nature center. In February, Lt. Gov-
ernor Quinn accepted a $750,000 grant from
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to help fund
the project.

At CREP Announcement With
Congressman Ray LaHood

Hegewisch Marsh

In July, Lt. Governor Quinn and Congressman
Ray LaHood announced a new opportunity for
farmers and landowners to join the Conserva-
tion Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP).

CREP is a state, local and federal partnership
that uses voluntary incentives to reduce sedi-
ment and excessive nutrients in the Illinois
River and its tributaries. By using conser-
vation practices, participating landowners
protect water quality, and improve sh and
wildlife habitat.

For the rsttime in CREP s history, Illinois
has fully funded the program for two con-
secutive years providing $100 million in
state and federal funds to restore more than
40,000 acres.






