Illinois River Coordinating Council Quarterly Meeting

Governor Pat Quinn, Chairman
Tuesday, April 21, 2009

DNR Building, Lakeview Room
Springfield, Illinois
1:00 PM

Meeting Minutes
Call to Order and Roll Call
Olivia Dorothy, Office of Governor Pat Quinn, called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM, welcomed members and guests, and thanked Chris Young for the wildlife photography slide show.
Citizen Members

Doug Blodgett, The Nature Conservancy of Illinois; Lee Bunting, Association of Illinois Soil and Water Conservation Districts; Margaret Frisbie, Friends of the Chicago River; Wendell Shauman, Illinois Farm Bureau; and Richard Worthen.

State Agency Members

Director Marc Miller, Department of Natural Resources; Charles Perino, Department of Transportation; Jared Thornley, Department of Agriculture; and Terry Weldin-Frisch, Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.

Ex-Officio Members

Lee Albright, US Fish and Wildlife Service; Lt. Colonel Robert Bayham, US Army Corps of Engineers, St. Louis; Roy Deda, US Army Corps of Engineers, Chicago; Don King, USDA – Farm Service Agency; Bill Kruidenier, University of Illinois College of ACES; Steve Mozley, USDA – Natural Resources Conservation Service; John Rogner, US Fish and Wildlife Service; Colonel Robert Sinkler, US Army Corps of Engineers, Rock Island; and Doug Yeskis, US Geological Survey.
Approval of Minutes

Shauman moved to approve minutes from the March 2, 2009 meeting in Chicago.  Frisbie seconded.  Minutes approved with no corrections unanimously. 

Member Comment Period 

Deda commented that the Asian Carp Barrier IIA was turned on as of April 8, 2009 and, as of today, is running continuously at 1 volt per inch.  Additional safety testing and research is needed before a decision is made on the optimal operating capacity.

Sinkler commented that the Mississippi River Commission will be inspecting the Illinois River basin August 9-13th for the first time since its establishment.  The commission is made up of seven individuals appointed by the President and confirmed by the Senate.  The Commission influences nation policy and funding on the Mississippi River basin restoration, flooding, and other initiatives.  This will be a great opportunity to introduce the Illinois River to the Commission.  USACE – Rock Island will reach out to the Council regarding opportunities to participate in the tour and interact with the Commission.  

Shauman commented that Illinois’ Locks and Dams are outdated and need repair.  Illinois poses a bottleneck to international commerce reaching to and coming from the Gulf of Mexico, especially as the Panama Canal expansion project moves to completion.  
Mozley gave an update on NRCS status of American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, last Friday was an end to the sign up for floodplain easements.  Over 250 applications were received for that program.  Nationally, there is $145 million available for that program.  No state can exceed $30 million and Illinois plans to submit applications up to that amount.  As soon as approval is granted, funded applications will be posted publicly.  We will obligate those funds by September 2010, and projects will be completed by December 2010.  All information, including number of persons employed, and type of work involved in securing the easement will be posted publicly, online, for all recovery projects.  
Mozley also reminded everyone that ongoing sign up is open for EQIP and WHIP programs, anyone with natural resource concerns may apply at local service centers.  Awards for the first cost-share agreements for technical and financial assistance will be announced soon.
Kruidenier announced a conference coming up on December 13th, sponsored by NGRECC and TNC.  It discusses economic, water quality, transportation, and ethanol production concerns on the Mississippi River.  Conference attendees will listen to speakers, explore policy issues, and be given the opportunity to discuss potential policy with policy makers from Congress and state agencies.  

Dorothy announced that there is an opening on the IRCC, anyone wishing to apply for an appointment should visit www.appointments.illinois.gov.  There are also openings on the Mississippi River Coordinating Council and the Wabash and Ohio Rivers Coordinating Council, those positions can also be applied for at the same website. 

Dorothy added that It’s Our River Day planning committee is established and the celebration is coming up on September 19th.  Brochures have been handed out, if anyone would like to become involved in planning an event or sponsoring, please contact Dorothy.  
Peoria Riverfront Development, Stage I - Mr. Hank DeHaan, the Program Manager for the Illinois River Basin Restoration Program 

The contract for the Peoria Riverfront Development, Illinois Ecosystem Restoration Upper Mid-Sized Island Critical Restoration Project, Stage I was awarded on March 19, 2009 to Midwest Foundation Corporation of Tremond, IL for approximately $2.7 million.  This project will construct the perimeter of a 21-acre island with associated channel excavation, and will be the first project to be constructed in the Illinois River Basin Restoration Program of WRDA Section 519 of 2000.  The purpose of this project is to restore deep-water fisheries habitat that has been lost due to sedimentation in the Lower Peoria Lake.  The dredging and island construction will take place immediately north of the McClugage Bridge.  Construction is expected to begin in June 2009 and completed in November 2009.

The scope of work includes:

1. Dredge an access channel from the main navigation channel to the project.
2. Dredge a channel approximately 5.5 feet lower than existing ground.
3. Fill three rows of geotextile containers to form a 21-acre island.  

4. Construct a 200 foot long test section where another container is stacked on top of the lower three containers and a berm is build behind it.

Stage II construction will involve the addition of geotextile container on top of the lower three containers; rock placement to provide habitat and erosion protection; and the dredging of approximately 40 acres of the shallow backwater lake to an approximate depth of 8 feet.  The dredged material will be used to fill the interior of the island to a final design height of approximately elevation 450.  Depending on funding, Stage II construction could begin in 2010.
This project is being completed by USACE, Rock Island and IDNR. It will initiate the construction phase of the Illinois River Basin Restoration Program.  Fifteen additional Critical Restoration Projects are in various stages of planning and design, including two ready for construction at Pekin Lake.  Section 519 of WRDA authorized a Comprehensive Plan to develop and implement a restoration program, long term resource monitoring program, and evaluate new technologies and innovative approaches; and construct critical restoration projects.  These efforts relate to the state’s Illinois Rivers 20/20 initiative, a proposed 20-year Federal/State effort to restore and enhance the 30,000 square-mile Illinois River Basin.  The Comprehensive Plan was approved by USACE Head Quarters in May 2007 and forwarded to Congress.
Illinois River Team Update – Debbie Bruce, Illinois Department of Natural Resources 

Since the last IRCC meeting on March 2, 2009, Illinois learned that the Corps was able to award a contract for the construction of Stage 1 of the Peoria Riverfront Development Upper Island.  This is the first critical restoration project to go to construction after a decade of efforts and planning for the Illinois River Basin Restoration (Section 519, WRDA 2000).  This is great news, but also means that now the Department and the IRCC need to direct attention to the implementation of the Illinois River Basin Restoration Comprehensive Plan (Comprehensive Plan) along with coordinating our efforts with NESP.  This is the beginning of what IDNR and the IRCC have worked so hard to achieve.

It is my recommendation that the IRCC: 

1. Officially recognize the current Illinois River Reach Planning Group as the  Illinois River Work (IRWG) Group to develop river reach (Illinois River) objectives and plans, project planning, review of Corps products, and other duties related to implementation of the Comprehensive Plan, as determined.  Regular meetings will be planned, hopefully to co-locate with the IRCC meetings, although some may need to be scheduled between IRCC meetings.  This work group will be open to all agencies, organizations and stakeholders and it will ensure increased communication and coordination.  IRWG will be co-chaired by the Rock Island Corps of Engineers and IDNR.  The Draft Objectives report for the Illinois River Reach was sent to the IRCC members prior to this meeting and will be available on the IRCC webpage;

2. Modify the function of the Illinois River Team to include the central coordination role for the Implementation of the Illinois River Basin Restoration Comprehensive Plan, review the Comprehensive Plan and proposed implementation framework and develop the implementation process; review the existing charters and responsibilities of the River Resources Coordination Team (RRCT) and River Resources Action Team (RRAT) and to work out a proposed charter for the Illinois River Team.  The Illinois River Team will also review language in WRDA, current Corps policies, authorities and legal agreements to verify that the Illinois River Team activities are supported by Congress and the Corps.  The Illinois River Team will also be charged with drafting and pursuing necessary changes to WRDA if actions warrant.  The Illinois River Team will be composed of one representative from each the following 12 agencies and 6 appointments by the IRCC that will represent conservation, agriculture, business, navigation, and other environmental and economic interests in the Illinois River Basin:

· Corps of Engineers – Rock Island (MVR)

· Corps of Engineers – St. Louis (MVS) 

· Corps of Engineers – Chicago (LRC)

· Coast Guard

· US Environmental Protection Agency

· Fish and Wildlife Service

· Natural Resources Conservation Service (USDA)

· Farm Services Agency (USDA)

· Illinois Dept. of Natural Resources

· Illinois Environmental Protection Agency

· Illinois Dept. of Transportation

· Illinois Dept. of Agriculture

Initially, the first 3 appointments are named below and 3 other appointments will be made by the IRCC.  

· Doug Blodgett, Director, Illinois River Program, The Nature Conservancy

· Dr. Dale Chapman, President, Lewis and Clark Community College and Director of the National Great Rivers Research and Education Center

· Bob Frazee, University of Illinois Cooperative Extension Service

The Illinois River Team will be chaired by the Director of IDNR.  Under recommendation by the IRT after reviewing the coordination needs for the Illinois River Programs, the chair may be rotated annually among the member agencies. The Corps is considering decisions on institutional arrangements and it is not currently clear where the Illinois River Team will report.  It is anticipated that the Illinois River Reach will be on equal footing with other geographical river reaches and the associated teams and groups.  

3. Pursue with the Corps of Engineers actions to enhance coordination between the Illinois River Basin Restoration and NESP.  The IDNR Director or his designee will attend RRAT and RRCT meetings as the official state representative, as well as the Upper Mississippi River Basin Association meetings as allowable under potential budgetary constraints.  IDNR will fill a vacant seat on the RRAT Exec. Team, and the IRCC Science Advisory Committee will identify and send a member to the NESP Science Panel.  Additional actions will be proposed later.

4. Progress reports will be given at every IRCC meeting.

Don King moved to approve the Illinois River Team take on the function of the coordination of 519.  Worthen seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.
Frisbie moved to approve Blodgett, Chapman, Frazee as Illinois River Team members.  Yeskis seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.

King moved to formally recognize the Illinois River Reach Planning Group as the Illinois River Work Group.  Miller seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  

The first Illinois River Team meeting will be established in the coming month, members will receive an invitation from the director.  The Task Force working on this will meet with USACE representatives on May 4 to further discuss NESP institutional arrangements.  

Illinois River Stimulus Projects – State and Federal Agencies
Terry Weldin-Frisch, DCEO  
DCEO stimulus grants will not benefit the Illinois River directly, although there may be funds for river communities, the connection to river health and DCEO grants is tangential.
Charles Perino, IDOT  

Projects are distributed based on population.  Total stimulus for Illinois is over 400 projects and over $600 million.  Illinois River Basin funding is $200 million.  Of the 167 project on the stimulus list, 89 (53%) occur within the Illinois River watershed.  The projects are characterized by project type:


Road resurfacing

47


Pavement patching
19


Interstate reconstruction
1


Road widening

1


Drainage/storm sewers
4


Bridge deck repairs
14


Bridge rehabilitation
2


Culvert replacements
1

The 89 projects are also broken down into the sub watershed of the Illinois River Basin:

Des Plaines

32


Fox


10


Kankakee

12


Upper Illinois

10


Middle Illinois

12


La Moine

1


Sangamon

11


Lower Illinois

1

Steve Mozley, NRCS

Of the anticipated $30 million, some of those funds will have a direct impact on the Illinois River.  Illinois NRCS has polled RC&Ds to find projects that have been approved by their boards but did not have funding to move forward.  A list of these projects has been compiled and is being considered for stimulus funds also.
Col Robert Sinkler, USACE Rock Island

The USACE does not have the final project list approved for funds.  The list is to be released by May 1.

Robert Deda, USACE Chicago

As with the USACE Rock Island, the final project list has not been approved.  Stimulus funds will be focused on projects that can be completed in FY2010.  A website at USACE Head Quarters will list all projects once the list is released.  

Director Marc Miller, IDNR

DNR will be responsible for one set of forestry grants totaling $6 million.  Those grant applications were submitted timely, we are awaiting word on what was awarded.  DNR is also working to capture other stimulus grant funds to complete work within the Illinois Watershed and for the Department.

Olivia Dorothy, Governor Quinn

Governor Quinn is not responsible for handing out grants directly.  The Office will assist agencies to prioritize or capture grants as requested.  Please visit Recovery.Illinois.gov to see a complete list of available grants and projects from all agencies.  You can also submit project ideas on that website.  
Lee Albright, USFWS

USFWS FY 2009 Stimulus funding and project summary for Region 3:
· USFWS National Stimulus funding is $290,000,000

· USFWS Nationwide, Division of Refuges Funding is ($195,000,000), $10,000,000 is allocated specifically for Refuge Roads Projects and $1,300,000 is for Youth Hiring Programs

· USFWS Region 3 is receiving $25,500,000 total stimulus funding

· New Headquarters and Visitor Centers at Sherburne NWR, MN; Upper Mississippi NWFR Complex Lacrosse, WI; and Mingo NWR, MO is receiving $17,000,000

· USGWS Region 3 Refuge Roads projects funding is $2,000,000 at Desoto NWR, IA

· Green Energy Projects funded at Ottawa NWR, OH; Boyer Chute NWR, IA; Detroit lakes WMD, MN; Desoto NWR, IA; Necedah NWR, WI; and Mingo NWR, MO.

· Deferred Maintenance Construction Projects funded at Agassiz NWR, MN; and Minnesota Valley NWR, MN.

· USFWS Nationwide Youth Programs Funding is $1,300,000 for Youth Conservation Corp, Career Intern Program, Student Career Experience Program, and Student Temporary Employment Program
· Region 3 Youth Program Funding is $321,500

USFWS Illinois River National Wildlife and Fish Refuges:

· 8 Youth Conservation Corp Enrollees and 2 Crew Leaders - $72,000

· 1 Student Career Experience Program Enrollee = $10,000

· Supplemental Storm Damage Project Funding = $189,000

FY 2008 Deferred Maintenance and New Construction Funding:

· $675,000 for New Shop Facility (completed May 2008)

· $278,000 for new Bunkhouse for Housing Seasonal Hires, Temporaries and Volunteers (under construction)

John Rogner, USFWA

Other than Albright’s list, there is a program, Partners for Fish and Wildlife, which partners with private organizations and individuals.  In Region 3, we submitted about two dozen projects for consideration to the Washington office.  A few projects were in Illinois River basin.  We have received no word on the status of those projects.

Also, we will see some modest staffing increases in offices to met the increased demand for endangered species consultations with stimulus projects.

Lt. Col. Bayham, USACE St. Louis
As with the rest of the USACE, St. Louis submitted operation and maintenance packages to support our stewardship role in the Illinois River.  We will report our allocations once we are allowed to release that information.
Jared Thornley, Department of Agriculture
Most agricultural funds are going to NRCS, so the Illinois Dept of Agriculture will not directly receive any stimulus funds.

Doug Yeskis, USGS
Illinois Specific Funds:
· Upgrades to streamgages used in flood monitoring - $14.6 million to upgrade to high-data radio technology and upgrade streamgages with new technologies for streamflow measurement.  All 7,500 streamgauges will be upgraded by 2012.
· Water Program Deferred Maintenance - $14.6 million for remediation to remove streamgages, cableways, and ground-water wells that are no longer in use, making these sites safer for public enjoyment and support local economies.

· Earthquake Monitoring - $29.4 million to modernize the Advanced National Seismic System by doubling the number of ANSS-quality stations and upgrading seismic networks nationwide, to bring the total from approximately 800 to 1600.  These improved networks will deliver faster, more reliable and more accurate information – helping to save lives by providing better situational awareness in the wake of the damaging earthquakes that can strike this nation any time.
· Imagery and Elevation Maps - $14.6 million to improve mapping data, which will then be made available for multiple uses including flood mapping, emergency operations, and natural resource management.

Don King, USDA – Farm Service Agency
No funds or projects.
Other Business

Next meeting, July 24, 2009 at 1:30 PM at the Chicago Botanical Garden, in Chicago, IL.
Public Comment Period 

Bill White, ISGS reminded everyone that the Governor’s Illinois River Conference on the Management of the Illinois River System will be Oct 20-22 at the Hotel Pere Marquette in Peoria.  The conference will kick off with the IRCC meeting on the evening of the Oct 20.  Former Lt. Governor Kustra will give a presentation on the Integrated Management Plan.  If anyone is interested in attending or sponsoring, please contact Bill.
Terry Kohlbus, Regional Planning Commission of Peoria, comments that at the last meeting in Chicago, he recommended the IRCC recommend the appointment of someone to the Mississippi River Commission.  Dorothy will report to the Governor that the IRCC has discussed the appointment.
Steve John, Agriculture Watershed Institute of Decatur, commented that his group that researches perennial energy grasses is moving into the next phase of their work with the Local Bioenergy Initiative.  There are three main components of this phase: Outreach and assistance to farmers and landowners that want to begin grouping perennial energy grasses; development and demonstration of landscape design concepts to optimize production of biomass and environmental benefits; and collaboration with entrepreneurs, businesses, agencies, and organizations to develop markets for energy grasses and related ecosystem services.   Working groups will be created to focus on landscape designs with what to grow, where to grow it, and market development.  Anyone interested in participating or want more information, please visit the website www.agwatershed.org.
Larry Daily commented on a situation in the Springfield area.  IEPA has developed new standards requiring sanitary districts to add new sewage treatment and sanitary plants.  A year ago, the Springfield Metro Sanitary Plant announced it will be expanding to treat phosphorus.  He voiced his opposition for the project and encouraged agency personal to reevaluate the wetlands delineation.  He asked IRCC to work with IDNR to do additional wetlands delineation.
Director Miller responded that IDNR will look at the information provided by partners and make a determination and provide that information to Daily.

Gregg Humphrey, Springfield Metro Sanitary District, responded to Daily noting that three wetlands delineations have been completed on the project site.  All three delineations came back that there were no wetlands.   The district has obtained a floodplain development permit from Sangamon County, permits from IDOT in Veterans Parkway right of way, coordinated with Historic Preservation Agency, IDNR, USFWS, and they voluntarily stopped all equipment going onto the site.  The district has done due diligence to ensure all requirements are met.
Tammy Watson, IDNR, invited everyone to attend the Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference.  It will be in Springfield on December 6-9.  If anyone is interested in sponsoring, please contact Watson.
Miller congratulated Mike Demissie on his appointed as Head of ISWS.  He also thanked Nani Bhowmik for his service on the Science Advisory Committee.
Adjournment
Miller moved to adjourn at 2:50 PM, Worthen seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.






