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Minutes

Governor’s Rural Affairs Council

December 7, 2007

1.  Carolyn Brown Hodge (CBH) opened the meeting at 2:05 p.m. in the Illinois Department of Agriculture conference room with self-introductions. Lt. Governor Quinn joined the meeting in progress.
2.  Director Hardtke, Illinois Department of Agriculture welcomed the GRAC and discussed the need for collaboration and partnerships and briefly described several partnerships with Ethanol and other projects.

3. Motion (Hero Tameling/Josh Weger) to approve the May 22, 2007 meeting minutes was approved.
4. Illinois EPA Recent Seminars and Training Events--Darwin Burhart
Programs on alternative fuels provided in cooperation with DCEO, the Chicago Area Clean Cities coalition, and Illinois Soybean Association on Biodiesel and other fuel options were well-attended and well-received. Meetings were held in Glen Ellyn, Rockford, Springfield, Peoria and East Peoria. The positive reception means that additional programs may be provided.
5. Healthy Smiles Hero Award—Carolyn Brown Hodge
 CBH and Holly Copeland discussed the need for more dentists to work with residents in poverty so the Office of Lt. Governor Quinn hosted an awards ceremony on October 12th to recognize four dentists who had provided extraordinary service. An effort is underway by the Office of Lt. Governor Quinn to pass a statute requiring every student in Kindergarten, 2nd and 6th grade to have a dental exam.
6. Health Information Technology Grant—Carolyn  Brown Hodge
CBH described a $21 million federal grant to link Critical Access Hospital with 

Telecommunication facilities. Illinois received the 3rd largest grant and several were for multi-state 
projects. The grant links hospitals across the state in a shared fiber optic network organized by the Broadband Development Group at Northern Illinois University. The Rural Broadband Development Council will participate in the program. Pat Schou directs the Illinois Critical Access Network which is participating in the grant. 
7. Souper Bowl of Caring/National Schools of Caring—Carolyn Brown Hodge
CBH described the highly successful national program in which funds are collected to help low 
income residents. Flyers are available to hand out. The program has been active in Illinois with 557 groups assisted in 2007. Currently 546 organizations have already registered to participate in 2008. People participate by contributing $1 and 1 canned good at the same time.
8. Inter City Bus Service, IDOT
Federal funds will be available to IDOT to fund inter-city bus service through the 5311 program. 

The legislation requires each state to spend up to 15% of its allocation on inter-city service but it must maintain current levels of 5311 category service funding. Current 5311 providers who provide inter-city services will have highest priority. The federal share will be up to 50% of operating and 80 % of capital.
9. Rural Telecommunications Congress—Ryan Croke
Ryan Coke (Office of Lt.G) described the successful Rural Telecommunications 

Congress. Nearly 300 participants attended from 40 states to hear nationally recognized speakers on various innovative telecommunications approaches. The Office of Lt. Governor and Illinois Institute for Rural Affairs coordinated the event. Next year it will be held in Vermont.

10. DeMuzio Rural Broadband Initiative—Ryan Coke
Ryan Coke described efforts underway in Macoupin and Montgomery Counties coordinated by the Broadband Development Group (NIU) to work with local leaders to upgrade and enhance access to Internet. One million dollars will be let through contracts with providers. Five vendors are under review currently and the intent is to take this program to other parts of the state.
11.  WIFI on Trains—Ryan Coke
Ryan Coke described SB 678 that requires IDOT to determine the feasibility of having WIFI on 

Amtrak trains.  The feasibility study will be due on December 31. This initiative is sponsored by the Rural Broadband Development Council and will help students as the travel to universities.
12. One Laptop/One Child—Ryan Coke
 Coke described the One Laptop /Child program in which people can purchase a 

laptop and donate another one to a developing country. The laptops cost approximately $185 and are specially designed to run on low power sources. The proceeds from the Rural Telecommunications Congress will be used to purchase 40 laptops for the School for the Deaf in Jacksonville.  Hero Tameling, DHS, thanked the Lt. Governor for providing the computers to the School for the Deaf. The Office of Lt. Governor purchased computers for a contest in which 3rd graders write an essay on “How can a Laptop change my life and my community?” More than 1,000 applications were submitted.
13. Verizon/Stark County Economic Development Partnership—Norman Walzer

Norman Walzer reported on a project in Stark County to help local businesses upgrade or start a 

web set to expand their markets. Several web sites have been launched and business participants have been trained on how to maintain the sites.  The project is proceeding with 26 businesses participating.

14. 25 X 25 Initiative – Blake Roderick

The 25 x 25 initiative is a coalition designed to have 25 percent of the national energy replaced by 
renewable energy sources by 2025. This will provide many opportunities for agriculture and help the U.S. reduce its reliance on foreign energy sources. It would mean 250,000 new jobs and as much as $40 Billion in new renewable output according to the statistics provided with a substantial increase in farm income. People can endorse the 25x25 initiative on the web site. 
15.  Bio-blend Renewable Resources—Mike Kelly

Illinois is a leader in green initiatives and many nontoxic products are being made 
that are environmentally friendly.  Universal tractor fluid; rock drilling oil; concrete form removal materials; and penetrating oil to replace WD40 types of products were mentioned as available or under development. 
16.  DCEO grant to IIRA for Ethanol Project—Chris Merrett
Norman Walzer described a $1 million grant to IIRA to participate in a multi-university project 
involving Ethanol. The IIRA portion will develop an extensive Geographic Information System containing detailed site information and characteristics essential to finding the most suitable locations for ethanol plants and other businesses. This information will be provided over the Web and should be valuable to a large number of users. 

17. Broadband Advancements in Rural Areas—John Freitag

John Freitag reported on a survey of Internet users and uses conducted by the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives.  Internet availability and use has increased in recent years with two-thirds of respondents reporting internet access in the home.  In 2004, 79 percent reported dial-up access; the number had decreased to 40 percent in 2007. Wireless and DSL reported the most gains but dial-up is still fairly common in southern Illinois.
18. Rural Chemistry Teacher Grant—Diana Dummit
Diana Dummit reported on a project in which the University of Illinois is working 

with chemistry teachers to help improve rural students’ skills and knowledge. There are still openings for 9 additional Fellows in the program. The intent is to build an electronic network of participating chemistry teachers.  People should contact Diana for more information.
19. Telepsychiatry Case Consultation Program—John Record

John Record discussed the need for more telephyschiatry services for children and adolescents in 
rural areas. The US medical system is unable to train sufficient personnel to provide these services so this effort works with existing agencies to increase their skills.  The approach is to examine difficult cases as prototypes that can be used by existing health organization personnel and experts.  This program does not treat individual cases; rather it is a training program.  Addressing the shortage of personnel in rural areas may require statutory changes.
20.  Implementation of SB6/Access to Mental Health Services—Jodie Edmonds
Reimbursing out-of-state psychiatric service providers is difficult when they are not licensed in 
Illinois. This is also an issue in providing tele-psychiatric services. SB6 attempts to correct the requirements to address this concern and increase services available in rural areas. The Department of Human Services and the Office of Lt. Governor Quinn are on board with this approach.
21. Clean Energy Grant to Upgrade Historical Court Houses—Kelly Murray

Kelly Murray reported on an Illinois Clean Energy Foundation grant that upgrades lighting in 
historic court houses and public buildings. Funds of $40,000 per court house or $30,000 are available for public safety buildings and up to $100, 000 for more than one public safety building. The return on investment can be as quick as 18 months in some instances. Application information is available on the ICEF web site. The local match is 20 percent. Municipalities are eligible to participate also. 
22. Earned Income Tax Credit—Ray Olszewski
This project, in conjunction with the Center for Economic Progress, hosts workshops in 5 Illinois 

communities (Jacksonville, Carmi, Karnak, Macomb, and Danville/Sparta) to help residents in poverty file Earned Income Tax Credit applications to receive the funds to which they are entitled. This group includes families earning less than $40,000 or individuals earning less than $15,000. Most of the growth in participation has been south of I-80 but the increase in numbers has been substantial representing and represents an economic stimulus to rural Illinois communities. For instance, working with the Shawnee Development Council, the one day session in Karnak accommodated 132 participants last year.  In addition, this program waives tax preparer fees. Volunteers are needed at the various sites.
23. Moratorium on Utility Disconnections—Holly Copeland
Holly Copeland reported on efforts to work with utility companies to reconnect low income 

residents when they are unable to afford to pay their electric bills through the Good Samaritan Initiative.  If the utility companies agree to sign onto the initiative as they have in past years, LIHEAP eligible families that have been disconnected will be able to reconnect for $250 or 20% of their bill, whichever is the lesser amount.  
24. Individual Development Accounts—Holly Copeland

Residents can currently qualify for rental housing vouchers and this program now allows them to 

apply these vouchers plus additional funds toward the purchase of a home. Local Housing Authorities often lack the capacity to administer these programs but Human Services can work with them to match funds. Now the EITC payments can be used in purchasing a home as well. The Lt. Governor asked that this program be explored in more detail.
25. Illinois Housing Development Authority Update—Alan Quick

Alan Quick reported on the progress made in various housing programs managed by IHDA with 

special attention to the GI Loans for Heroes, homebuyer programs, and related activities. The programs had been successful this year and there was discussion of the extent to which they serve rural areas and statistics were provided about areas served by the various programs. The experiences with program participants are tracked and IHDA works with local banks to coordinate services.
26. Human Services Transportation Plan—Kelly Murray
Kelly Murray reported on progress made in implementing the human services transportation

planning process. This initiative is designed to upgrade the quality and quantity of transit services in rural areas with better coordination and planning. Local committees have been organized to assist in the process and regional administrators have been hired to help coordinate services. Proposals for local projects are reviewed and forwarded to IDOT. Plans have been drafted using GIS maps, and needs assessments. The process is moving forward.
27. Hopeline/Verizon Cell Phone Donations Program—Holly Copeland

Verizon has a program in which cell phones can be donated for use by Domestic Violence 

Program participants. The phones will be electronic cleared and provided to recipients. People can take their phones to a local Verizon retailer who will then process them. GRAC members were encouraged to contact colleagues and others encouraging them to participate.

28. USDA Rural Development Programs—Patrick Lydic

Patrick Lydic reported on the Value-Added Producer Grant Program and the Renewable Energy 

and Energy Efficiency Loan and Grant programs. The Value Added program can provide up to $100K for feasibility studies and other uses on a matching grant basis. The Renewable Energy grants can be up to $250,000 with up to $500,000 for Biodiesel projects.  USDA-RD also has broadband grants available through the national office.
29.  Food Farms and Jobs Act—Jim  Braun

Illinois is a large urban state with many opportunities to buy local food products. 

However, there is often a tendency to purchase for other external sources. Efforts are needed to encourage restaurants and other establishments to buy local products since it stimulates the local economy and increases incomes of farmers. Governor Blagojevich created a 29 member Task Force (HB1300) to study ways to increase local purchases and stimulate the farm to food movement.
30. IIRA Community Libraries Project—Chris Merrett

Norman Walzer reported on a project managed by the Western Illinois University Libraries and 

the Alliance Library System to work with 10 selected public libraries to help them more effectively stimulate community development in rural areas. The project will involve several seminars and workshops and will provide computers to these libraries.

31. Full-time Internships for Peace Corps Fellows at WIU

Norman Walzer described the Peace Corps Fellows program at WIU in which people who have 
served overseas in their PC assignment return to WIU and major in one of six instructional departments. They then serve 11 months in a full-time position in communities or state agencies doing community development. The program cost is approximately $20,000 to host an intern. The interns are motivated and responsible additions to community development programs.
32. Governor’s Rural Affairs Council Annual Report—Norman Walzer

The GRAC, assisted by the Illinois Institute for Rural Affairs, researches and prepares an annual 

report on the status of rural and legislative needs to address rural issues.  The reports are provided to the Governor, state agencies, and the General Assembly. The report has three main sections: overview of  trends in rural; innovative and collaborative activities by state agencies who are members of the GRAC; and then suggestions for a legislative agenda, if needed. The GRAC was announced in 1987, following the publication of the Task Force on the Future of Rural report so this is the 20th year of existence. Member agencies will be asked for innovative programs to include in this year’s report.
33.  Rural Economic Development Conference—Norman Walzer

The IIRA, in cooperation with GRAC and Rural Partners, hosts an annual conference in March in 

Peoria. The conference on March 3-5, 2008 will be the 19th event and it typically attracts 350+ participants. The intent of the conference is to bring the best talent on rural community and economic development issues and make them available to volunteers and part-time local officials in rural areas who, otherwise, would not have an opportunity to hear speakers of this caliber.
34. Other Business

a.  Nicky Stratton, Looking for Lincoln, provided a brief update of programmatic efforts and indicated that prospects look favorable for a relatively large grant to increase the services available in the 22 county Lincoln Heritage Area.
b. CBH asked participants to encourage 3rd graders to write essays in the Laptop contest.
35. The next meeting will be in June and a notice will be sent.
36. A motion to adjourn (Olszewski/Frietag) passed at 3:50 p.m.

(Minutes respectfully submitted by Norman Walzer, IIRA)
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