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State of Illinois

Office of The Lieutenant Governor

Springfield, Illinois 62706
Minutes for 

Meeting of the Interagency Military Base Support 

& Economic Development Committee
Tuesday, September 18th, 2007

· Call to Order:

Lt. Governor Pat Quinn called the meeting to order at 1:05pm

· Roll Call:

Springfield, IL:

Lt. Governor Pat Quinn, Director Jack Lavin, Robert Carson, Fletcher Crews, David Johnston, Tawanda Jones, Kevin Schott, Brigadier General Jay Sheedy, Dan Silverthorn, Dick Smith, Carolyn Brown Hodge, Israel Salazar Jr.

Chicago, IL:


Michael Kocher, Justin Lee, David Streicker, Simone McNeil

Conference Line: 

Clarence Smith, Colonel Gene Blade, Perry Hansen, Jim Morgan, Brigadier General Frank Rezac

· Welcome by Lt. Governor Quinn:
Lt. Governor Quinn welcomed the group to the meeting and then asked that everyone introduce himself or herself.  After brief round of introductions, Lt. Governor Quinn offered the minutes for the group’s approval. Director Lavin made a motion to accept the minutes.  Dan Silverthorn seconded the motion and the minutes from March 22nd, 2007 were unanimously approved.

· Report from Subcommittee Meetings:

· Economic Development:
David Striker mentioned that he has been in contact with CenterPoint, one of the larges industrial property development companies in Illinois, about a number of issues.  CenterPoint may be interested in a few properties; however, at this time, nothing has been specifically discussed. David will keep the group apprised of the progress.

Mr. Striker mentioned that on the 25th of September, a meeting will be held with the Springfield Airport Authority to discuss a number of issues.  A primary issue will concern the possibility for a Civilian Fire Department when the National Guard’s fly mission expires.

David Striker also mentioned that the subcommittee has been working very closely with the Forest Park Community, a Naval Reserve facility will be closed in their area.  When a Federal facility closes, other Federal agencies have the first chance of taking over the property.  The community is hoping that the Army Reserve will make use of the property, thereby benefiting everyone.  Lt. Governor Quinn expressed his interest in this possibility.  Forest Park believes that job could be created and a possible joint use with the Army Reserve and the Illinois Medical District will prove to be beneficial.

David Striker has joined a Federal Facilities Cleanup Taskforce.  He mentioned that Bob Carson, Clarence Smith and David Johnston have been very helpful in getting information to the Taskforce.  The Taskforce is sponsored by a Federal E.P.A. grant and includes both economic development and environmental representatives from a number of States and is looking into best practices.  The Taskforce has examined a number of installations and is supporting legislation to improve BRAC initiatives.

David Striker informed the group that the Governor has appealed the decision to move the 183rd Fighter Wing.  It is believed that the new venue will be more favorable for the appeal.

Lastly, Mr. Striker discussed the Foreign Trade Zone.  A letter was drafted in favor of that issue and has been submitted to the U.S. Department of Commerce.

· Environment & Energy:
Clarence Smith discussed the difficulty getting community interest in forming a restoration advisory board for the Rock Island Arsenal.  He said that they have not been able to motivate people to take an interest in this issue.  Jim Morgan added to the discussion by stating that the garrison command seems to know of the existence of this apathy and have been unsuccessful in building support.  Mr. Smith said they would attempt to break through the issue.

The second item discussed by Clarence Smith is the letter of support written for Rantoul.  He said that everyone is excited about this opportunity and the Village of Rantoul would have a lot to gain from obtaining a Foreign Trade Zone designation.

· Transportation & Infrastructure

Dan Silverthorn spoke about a potential new runway at the Peoria Airport.  It was mentioned that this could/may be a partnership between the Air National Guard as well as with the Airport. Brig. Gen. Frank Rezac stated that the Peoria Airport is willing to work with them on this issue; however, the most constraining element at the moment is the lack of funding.  Dan Silverthorn further mentioned that, as a potential incentive, the runway could be used for private airports; thus serving a dual purpose.  Dan stated that the land is available; the new runway could really help keep the base active.  The estimated cost for this new runway is about $5mil.

Robert Carson stated that many of these roads near the Peoria Airport are county, municipal or some other type of local road.  Therefore, they must work with those entities for transportation/infrastructure matters; however, Bob stated that they would be willing to assist in keeping track of this matter as well.
· Military Housing and Educational Support
Jim Morgan gave an update concerning the Rock Island area.  In the past, there had been around 125 military personnel stationed on the installation.  That number is expected to go up to around 600 or 700 once the army has completed its increase.  Right now, Rock Island has 54 separate quarters.  Mr. Morgan stated that have the ability to lease land (with the Army’s approval).  They expect to obtain up to 200 additional units for the increase.  Currently, they are awaiting final approval from the Army.  This essentially amounts to the privatization of the housing units (for a 50-year lease); which is the direction the Army is heading.  

Lt. Governor Quinn mentioned the need for this construction to be conducted in an environmentally friendly manner.  Mr. Morgan agreed and then added that the development would not take place in a single location, but rather would be spread out throughout the community.

· Village of Rantoul:
Dave Johnston, from the Village of Rantoul, discussed the vast amount of property that has been transferred to the Village. (611 acres in physical property 170 of street right-of-way) Rantoul has invested large sums of money in transforming the area into an industrial park.  Much of the investment was allocated for the removal of harmful elements such as asbestos and lead paint.  This expense is an on-going issue as the premises are transformed into usable space.

Mr. Johnston informed the group of Rantoul’s goal of converting the airport so that it can handle large cargo.  Rantoul hopes to lure the logistics industry to the area.  Situated near Interstates 57, 72 & 74, the combined use of a cargo airport and rail line could make Rantoul a logistical hub for many industries.

Lt. Governor Quinn praised Rantoul for “…serving as a model of how to turn a bad situation into a promising opportunity.  It is exciting to see how this will all work out.” 

Dave Johnston further mentioned that Rantoul has kept the airport open as a publicly funded airport.  The runway has been expanded for these reasons, and if demands dictates, will be expanded further for additional use.

· Military/Crash Fire Rescue personnel at the 183rd Fighter Wing:

(The opinions and views of this presentation are those of Mr. Kevin D. Schott and SEIU Local 73's and not necessarily those of the 183rd Fire Department, the 183rd Fighter Wing, the Illinois Air National Guard, or the United States Air Force.)

Kevin Schott gave a presentation concerning the State-employed (D-MAIL) Firefighters at 183rd Fighter Wing / Abraham Lincoln Capital Airport. The purpose of the presentation was to                                   emphasize the importance of the D-MAIL Crash, Fire, and Rescue firefighters to the Abraham Lincoln Capital Airport, the 183rd Fighter Wing of the Illinois Air National Guard, the City of Springfield and surrounding communities.

Currently, there are 20 full-time firefighters stationed with the Fighter Wing.  As of December 6 State firefighters will have a total of 18 years on job.  The D-MAIL Firefighters are enrolled in an Accelerated Retirement Program.  These firefighters provide Fire Protection for Abraham Lincoln Capital Airport as well as Mutual Aid Support to Fire Departments from Springfield, Sherman, Athens, Pleasant Plains and any department that requests.  These firefighters are highly trained for Hazardous Material and Homeland Defense response.  If these firefighter positions are eliminated, not only will 20 firefighters be negatively impacted, but their family and friends will be as well. Furthermore, the safety of the flying public will be negatively impacted, as well as the surrounding communities’ response capabilities.

Possible methods to maintain the services of the Firefighters at 183rd Fighter Wing / Abraham Lincoln Capital Airport could include; 1) investigating possible C-5 Mission at Abraham Lincoln Capital Airport, 2) Regional Training Site should be located and staffed in State Capital and/or 3) take on an additional role in Illinois Homeland Defense.

· Date of Next Meeting:
The group agreed to leave this date open; however, to expect the next meeting to take place some time during the first half of December 2007.

· Adjourn

Dan Silverthorn made a motion for adjournment.  Robert Carson seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 2:10 pm.

