GREEN CLEANING SCHOOLS

Procurement Subcommittee Meeting

Tuesday, November 6, 2007: 11:30 AM – 12:00 Noon

Chair: Carol Pinkerton

* * * Minutes subject to subcommittee approval * * *
1. Introductions

Suzanne Carlson – Chicago Public Schools

Chris Grissom – Correctional Industries

Lynn Hughes – Shaklee

Ruth Kutz – Shaklee

Kerry Lofton – Lt. Governor’s Office

Carol Pinkerton – CMS

Geoff Potter – CMS

Kate Tomford – Lt. Governor’s Office

Carol Pinkerton: Welcome to the second conference call of the Procurement subcommittee.  We will keep this call brief.  Tomorrow, the subcommittees will report to the whole committee.  The meeting will be held in Chicago with videoconference to Springfield and teleconference too.

2. Review and Approval of October 30 meeting minutes

Carol Pinkerton: We’ll turn to the approval of the minutes from last time.  Suzanne noted a correction.
Suzanne Carlson: I have one correction to the minutes.  They say that CPS has issued a bid for green cleaning contracts.  Actually, we have the bid, but it hasn’t gone out yet.

Carol Pinkerton: With that correction, I’ll move to approve the minutes.

Chris Grissom: I’ll second the motion to approve.

All: Approved.

3. Review of Progress of other Subcommittees

Carol Pinkerton: First, let’s discuss what the other subcommittees have been doing, since our work depends largely on theirs.  We’re working most closely with the Product Policy subcommittee.  They are going to recommend that we use products approved by Green Seal, Design for the Environment, Environmental Choice, and a fourth avenue needing more specific definition.  They are also working more on the janitorial product categories (as we discussed last call).  Does anyone have anything to add here?  [No.]

4. Procurement Sources

Carol Pinkerton: Our main job is to identify various organized procurement sources and develop a product matrix.  Under sources, I’ve listed two that I know of: joint purchasing agreements through the Illinois Procurement Bulletin and the Southern Illinois Purchasing Cooperative (SIPC).  I have asked Jeff Holder to provide a brief write-up of that organization – it’s mainly the southern IL schools that would benefit.

Chris Grissom: Is there a northern Illinois cooperative?

Carol Pinkerton: Does anyone know?  Suzanne, is there something the Chicago area schools use?

Suzanne Carlson: We’re our own district.  I’m not sure whether we purchase with other schools, but perhaps with other City agencies.  Even then, I’m not sure how often it’s used.

Chris Grissom: There are two other avenues: preferred sources are Correctional Industries and Sheltered Workshops.  These aren’t competitive, but they should be listed.  For Correctional Industries, there is a main contact, but I’m not sure about the best contact for Sheltered Workshops.

Geoff Potter: Through the state use program, the state has a program for these products and services.  Check with Terry on this.
Carol Pinkerton: I agree – these should be included as preferred sources.

Chris Grissom: There are manufacturers and distributors that are registered small businesses – do you list them through the typical process?  I’m not sure.

Carol Pinkerton: Well, that moves us to the next category, so I’ll defer your question.

5. Janitorial Product Matrix Design

Carol Pinkerton: This is how I envision the product matrix.  Modeled on the New York website, they have products listed first by category.  Then under each category, they have certified products listed by name, manufacturer, certification method, Illinois state contract number (if applicable), and a link to the manufacturer.  This is where I’m bringing your question in, Chris.

Chris Grissom: If a local school district saw a product they wanted, the manufacturer could get them in touch with the distributor.

Carol Pinkerton: Most of the time, manufacturers list local distributors on their website.

Geoff Potter: What would be the best way for a school to make sure they get the master contract price?

Carol Pinkerton: I think the school would have to look up the contract and find out the price.  This falls on the school’s shoulders or the joint purchaser.

Geoff Potter: Yes, it’s up to the school to make sure the seller is aware of the contract price.  I’m not sure if the right contact is listed on those forms.
Chris Grissom: It looks like we need to create two documents: 1) A list of procurement sources and 2) a matrix of the products.

Carol Pinkerton: You mean two sections – “A” listing sources and “B” listing products?
Geoff Potter: If we want to follow the New York model, we could list the contract number and Illinois procurement bulletin website if it’s applicable.  Then it would be easy to see the vendor contact and price.  But if a particular product is not on the state purchasing program, maybe we can provide a link to another cooperative.

Chris Grissom: I think there will be issues with redundancy – with the same product being offered by multiple sources.

Geoff Potter: So maybe the last column would give the whole range of sources.  Schools can click and compare.

Carol Pinkerton: Maybe item D can say “preferred source(s)” instead of just contract number.

Chris Grissom: For Correctional Industries, for example, we’re in the process of getting some certifications, but we don’t have them yet.
Carol Pinkerton: Once you have a product that is certified, we would list Illinois State Correctional Industries.  Is there anything else to review?  We have 2 Shaklee reps on the phone.  We weren’t sure if your products were certified.

Lynn: Yes, our green cleaning products are EPA and Green Seal certified.
Carol Pinkerton: Let’s wait to set up a future meeting until we hear all of the reports tomorrow.
Page 1 of 2

