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State of Illinois

Office of The Lieutenant Governor

Springfield, Illinois 62706
Minutes for 

Meeting of the Interagency Military Base Support 

& Economic Development Committee
Wednesday, December 12th, 2007

· Call to Order:

Lt. Governor Pat Quinn called the meeting to order at 10:01am

· Roll Call:

Springfield, IL:

Lt. Governor Pat Quinn, Senator Larry Bomke, Roy Dolgos, Al Peiper, Kevin Schott, Clarence Smith, Pat Welch, Carolyn Brown Hodge
Chicago, IL:


Michael Kocher, David Streicker, Justin Lee, Jason Tyszko, Dan Grant

Conference Line: 

State Rep Daniel Beiser, Brigadier General Frank Rezac, Fletcher Crews, Tawanda Jones, David Johnston

· Welcome by Lt. Governor Quinn:

Lt. Governor Quinn welcomed the group to the meeting and then asked that everyone introduce himself or herself.  After brief round of introductions, Lt. Governor Quinn offered the minutes for the group’s approval and motioned to accept the minutes.  That motion was seconded and the minutes from September 18th, 2007 were unanimously approved.

· Report from Subcommittee Meetings:

· Economic Development:
David Streicker began by addressing the 183rd firefighter wing at Capital Airport.  Mr. Streicker noted that the gate relocation project was running into funding issues.  The federal funding for the program will likely fall short of the requirements, and they are looking at state funding as an option now.  

Mr. Streicker mentioned that the subcommittee is working with the Department of Military Affairs to reconstitute the jobs of the 183rd Fighter Wing firefighters.  He discussed how the firefighters are critical for the safety and security of Capital Airport as well.

Mr. Streicker also discussed the subcommittee’s efforts to expand facilities at Rock Island Arsenal, and the possibility of brining an electric car manufacturer to the area.  He noted that the 182nd out of Peoria and Scott Air Force Base have been relatively quiet.  Lieutenant Governor Quinn mentioned that the 182nd and Scott AFB should be represented at these meetings, and Mr. Streicker replied that they had reached out to both locations about this meeting.

Lieutenant Governor Quinn asked about CenterPoint, and if there was any development on new projects in Illinois. CenterPoint is one of the largest industrial property development companies in the state. Mr. Streicker informed the committee that CenterPoint had visited Rock Island and Savana, but that there were no definite prospects at either location.  The issue with Savana was that there are too many constraints that will not allow them to operate there. 

Lieutenant Governor Quinn asked Senator Larry Bomke for his thoughts on Capital Airport.  Sen Bomke noted that he supported keeping the 183rd firefighters at Capital Airport; that it is important not only to the firefighters, but also to the Airport itself, and to his constituents in Springfield.  

Lt Gov. Quinn asked what the committee could do to ensure that this happens.  Dave Streicker mentioned the possibility of bringing C-21s from Scott Air Force Base, so that there would be a flying mission in Springfield.  The National Guard Bureau announced that without a flying mission, no fire department is needed, so bringing the C-21’s in would re-establish a flying mission.  He noted that it is critical to gain support from Senator Durbin and US Representatives Costello, LaHood, and Shimkus. He mentioned that they are looking into the possibility of attaining a federal grant to support the group, wherein the Airport Authority would be a critical part of the plan.  Lt. Gov. Quinn asked if all of these representatives are in agreement on this, and Mr. Streicker said he believed so – that they are all engaged in this issue. 

Kevin Schott noted that he has been pursuing the same things, and that the C-21 carry-on flying mission is likely their best chance to keep the 183rd firefighters in Springfield.  Mr. Schott said the union plans to develop and send petitions to Senator Durbin, whom he considers to be the key figure in all of this.  He mentioned the House Resolution (HR2881), which Rep Costello has co-sponsored, will require 3 firefighters to be ready at all times, whereas right now, only one is required.  He discussed how the 183rd is already prepared to take on these additional requirements, and that the safety and security of the airport would be severely hindered if they were lost.

Lt Gov. Quinn agreed that there are many people going through Springfield’s airport everyday and they deserve the best protection the state can offer.  He asked Senator Bomke for his thoughts.  Sen Larry Bomke asked to see the resolution – HR2168.  

·  Environment & Energy:
Clarence Smith mentioned that February 1, 2008 is the target date for the state to receive 1.1 or 1.2 million dollars for oversight.  He also discussed the possibility of an ethanol plant and a barge terminal at Savanna Army Depot.  Dave Streicker added that the barge terminal might be beneficial for CenterPoint to operate in Savanna.  

Lt. Gov. Quinn asked if there are any environmental issues with the barge terminal, and Bob Le Clair responded that they need to make sure they maintain riverflow because there is an unusual bend in the river near Savanna.

· Transportation & Infrastructure

Roy Dolgos said that the Illinois Department of Transportation was willing to help to keep the entrance at the Springfield Airport open and mentioned that there is a possibility that Homeland Security Funds could be used to support these projects, or possibly the addition of an access road.  

Dave Johnston at Rantoul reported they have applied for federal funds from the FAA, and noted that Scott Air Force Base did something similar that worked in the 1990’s.  This would be to support Rantoul’s goal of converting the airport so that it can handle large cargo.  Rantoul hopes to lure the logistics industry to the area.  Lt. Gov. Quinn agreed that Rantoul is a great location because of the supercomputer located there.

· Military Housing and Educational Support
David Streicker said that he was in need of a good contact from Lake County to work on housing / educational issues.  He also mentioned that he has been working with Quad Cities and Rock Island personnel, and noted that much of the workforce is split between Illinois and Iowa.  Lt. Gov. Quinn added that Jim Smith is a good contact for Lake County, and mentioned that he would like to hear more about this subcommittee a the next meeting.  

· Date of Next Meeting:
Lt. Gov. Quinn stated that he would like to set up the next meeting in early March.

· Adjourn

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting and it was properly seconded and all were in favor.
