Illinois Green Government Coordinating Council

Minutes June 29, 2007, Meeting 10:30 a.m.

Roll Call: Lt. Governor Pat Quinn, Don Barnes (Department of Central Management Services), Bob Schaaf (Department of Central Management Services), Jeri Knaus (Waste Management and Research Center), Lisa Mattingly (Capital Development Board), Carol Pinkerton (Illinois Department of Healthcare and Family Services), Geoff Potter (Department of Central Management Services) Ron Burke (Illinois Environmental Protection Agency), Joe Shacter (Environmental Law and Policy Center), George Vander Velde (Waste Management and Research Center), Kevin Greene, (Illinois Environmental Protection Agency), Ron Wheeler (Department of Central Management Services), Kal Elkhatib (Department of Central Management Services), David Ross (Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity), Steve Massey (Illinois Department of Transportation), Charlie Bowden (Illinois Board of Higher Education), Marcy Mitchell (Department of Agriculture), Karen Shoup (Governor’s Office of Management and Budget), Amy McDaniels (Department of Central Management Services), Jamie Peters (Lincoln Park Zoo).
Other Attendees: Marc Miller, Jamie Caston, Cory Foster, (Office of Lt. Governor)

Call to Order and Opening Remarks

Marc Miller welcomed the attendees to the ninth quarterly meeting of the Illinois Green Government Coordinating Council.

Discussion of Previous Meeting’s Minutes

The Council approved the minutes from March 23, 2007, without corrections.

Update on the Chicago Climate Change Advisory Group 

Doug Scott, Director of the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency, participated in the meeting via conference call and indicated that EPA would be hosting a video-conference meeting to discuss the 25 strategies implemented to reduce greenhouse gases throughout the State on July 10, 2007 @ 10:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. in Springfield and Chicago (JRTC).  Doug reported that the modelers are working to finish up the report that will go to the Governor. The report will include how much reduction we will see in green house gas emissions and what the economic and environmental aspects are for reducing green house gas emissions. Doug mentioned that the modelers would compile a report containing the final recommendations from the group along with any final notes. The published edition will be available at a later date along with all the recommendations and proposals including the modeling work and comments. Doug also provided a link for the Chicago Climate Change. 

Update from the Office of Lt. Governor

· Legislation: Marc Miller (LTG) discussed the Phosphorus Bill – SB 376/HB819, which passed out of the Senate and House.  He reported that the Phosphorus Bill is awaiting the Governor’s signature. The Phosphorus Bill is a statewide ban on the sell of dishwashing detergent that contains more than 0.5% phosphorus. By July 2010, it will be illegal to sell dishwasher detergent with phosphorous in the State of Illinois.  Jamie Caston reported that HB895 also has passed out of the House and Senate is awaiting the Governor’s signature. This bill requires schools K-12 to use non-toxic cleaning products. The bill designates the GGCC as the group to convene a work group that will identify the list of cleaning products that are considered non-toxic. SB 46 passed in the Senate and House as well. SB 46 codifies the Executive Order that established the GGCC. Additionally, SB 46 mandates state agencies to work with the GGCC, and it will allow universities and schools to voluntarily participate in the GGCC. Finally, SB 46 will create a formal reporting structure, where the GGCC will make reports available online. SB 1583, which creates the Electronic Scrap Recycling Act, is currently at the 3rd reading. SB 1583 encourages recycling and establishes a commission to oversee the recycling process for electronic devices covered under the Act. 

· Agency Reports due July 19th, 2007: Jamie Caston (LTG) reviewed the required content of the agency reports and advised members to reference the 4 goals of the GGCC as they begin to complete their reports.  Marc Miller placed emphasis on the due date and completing the agency year-end reports on-line at www.GreenSolutions.il.gov to assist the LTG office with meeting reporting mandates of September 1, 2007.

· University Symposium:  Jamie Caston (LTG) advised the Council that the date for the University Symposium was August 14, 2007 and that Illinois State University would be the host in Bloomington, IL.  Jamie also indicated that the agenda, format and speakers were in the process of being finalized.  Upon completion of the agenda, the Council agreed to post the agenda to the www.GreenSolutions.il.gov website. Geoff Potter mentioned that the list of green policies created for Green Fest would be a good resource to pass out at the University Symposium. 

Update from Council Committees

· Energy – Don Barnes (CMS) submitted a written report to all attendees and discussed briefly Capital Improvement Programs; State Operating Procedures as it relates to Temperature Management Policies at our State-occupied facilities; in addition to CMS Procurement Initiatives that occurred during this reporting period. CMS and CDB will work to identify specification standards and project commissioning procedures, which will maximize the efficiency of equipment and systems installed through these projects. This process has already begun with the integration of energy efficiency into the design stage of the HVAC overhaul programmed for the Michael A. Bilandic Building in Chicago. Don stated that despite the unusually warm winter season, there were significant reductions in natural gas usage during the first heating season of the policy (FY 2006) and the results are currently being finalized from the FY 2007 heating season, which was also warmer than normal. CMS purchased approximately 24 million kilowatt-hours of power certified as coming from renewable energy generation (predominantly wind power). Don also mentioned that Illinois Secretary of State’s office is interested in joining the State’s renewable energy purchasing program. 
· Green Purchasing – No activity reported at this GGCC meeting. 

· Sustainable Transportation – Geoff Potter of CMS reported on behalf of Barb Bonansinga (CMS) that the Illinois Fleet used 2 million gallons of biodiesel and 305,000 of E85 fuel this year, which was 3% more than the year prior. He also reported that their has been discussion with FORD to lease the 1st Hybrid vehicle that will allow the use of E85.   

· Water Conservation – No activity reported at this GGCC meeting.

· Laura Perna commented on the status of the water fountains in the James R. Thompson Center. Laura also wanted to push more people to stop buying water bottles and re-use drinking containers to fill up at the water fountains instead. 

· Computer Purchasing – No activity reported at this GGCC meeting.

· Recycling – It was reported that CMS has issued a 5 year contract to Springfield Recycling however the contract only handles paper and cardboard which is counter-productive to the overall goal of GGCC. Kal Elkhatib (CMS) mentioned he would take a look at the contracts and will have more information for us by the next meeting. 

· Greening the Office – Carol Pinkerton (HFS) advised GGCC members that continued efforts are being made to assist all state agencies with implementing sustainable best practices at their facilities.  She indicated this quarter primary and secondary contacts were being identified at state agencies in light of the attrition of staff to establish an updated listing of liaisons to disseminate GGCC information amongst our agencies. It was recommended that GGCC share the Recycling Tips posted on DNR’s website with this new listing of liaisons and posted on the Green Solutions website.  It was also recommended that the GGCC explore greening the Offices of Lieutenant Governor with green products and equipment as a model and beacon of GGCC commitment to a “Green Way of Thinking.”  As a result of the required mandates of SB46 for the GGCC to assist state agencies with developing action steps for environmental planning within their respective agencies a sub-committee was formed to include Don Barnes, Marc Miller, Kevin Greene, Laura Perna and George Vander Velde.  The sub-committee will review the State of Massachusetts plan referenced by Kevin Greene and potentially draft a similar one for Illinois.

· Green Building Advisory Committee –Lisa Mattingly (CDB) announced that guidelines are still being developed which would recommend that in FY2009 to enhance sustainability and efficiency, new construction projects and major renovation over 10,000 square feet will require LEED certification and those under 10,000 square feet will need green practices but not certification.  The Secretary of State facility has reported a 23% reduction in energy use at one of their offices as a result of the installation of a white roof.  Manteno Veterans Home is slated for an energy efficiency pilot project that would include the installation of new insulation and windows among other things.  Lisa also indicated that green policy and best practices will be shared with contractors in the form of green training that is being developed in conjunction with Southern Illinois and Western Illinois Universities and Heartland Community College.  The Supreme Court has invited the LTG to tour their facility.  The Stratton Building is striving for Silver LEED status.  Brandon Leavitt (Solar Service Inc.) also recommended that consideration be given to solar ready roofs that allow hot water for cooling rooftops and heating water in newly installed or constructed roofs as a means to improving efficiency.

· State Fair – Carol Pinkerton (HFS) discussed the Going Green Saves and Pays flyer that was developed and distributed to vendors and state agencies participating in the State Fair by the GGCC.  There will be an increased number of recycling containers at the State Fair this year.  LTG suggested that GGCC should start planning a more aggressive and sustainable State Fair for 2008, immediately after the conclusion of next months.  George Vander Velde indicated that he would explore IDOT setting up equipment to convert the fried oil into bio-diesel fuel. Green and Blue Ribbons will be considered for the best environmentally friendly vendor/agency. 

Other/Miscellaneous

· GGCC Awards – Jamie Caston (LTG) announced the GGCC awards winners for this year and indicated that a news flyer would be distributed.  Awards will formally distributed at the upcoming Green Government Symposium. 

· Green Lease – Ron Wheeler (CMS) reported that the first occupants of the Green Lease officially moved into office space June 1st, 2007.  He also announced that there would be a public opening of this facility September 2007. Ron reported that he could make a preview of the building available when requested. The building address in 122 S. Michigan Ave across from Millennium Park. Ron also mentioned that they were able to install 55% renewable soy-based cushioned carpet for the building. Ron indicated that he would coordinate a ribbon cutting with the Lt. Governor for the September 2007 public opening of the building?

· Green Government Symposium TBD 
Date for Next Quarterly Meeting

To be determined

Adjournment

Meeting adjourned at 12:05 p.m.
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