
The Role of a Sustainability 

Professional on Campus

At Illinois State University 



“Sustainability at Illinois State University is an 

evolving process which enhances quality of 

life and meets economic, social, and 

environmental needs of the present without 

compromising resources for future 

generations.  

At ISU, this is accomplished through teaching, 

research, service, and administrative efforts 

that benefit our various communities.”



Sustainability Time Line
• 1989 First recycling program started in residence halls. 

• 1993 - Pilot recycling program launched for other campus 
facilities.

• April 2000 - Environmental Task Force (ETF) appointed to 
evaluate ISU’s environmental impacts

• August 2001 - The ETF releases its recommendations

• September 2001 – Presidential directive establishing Green 
Team.

• April 2006 – Awarded Green Government Award by IGGCC

• September 2006 – Signed Sustainable University Compact

• August 2007 – Sustainability Coordinator hired



Green Team Structure

• 5 appointed members

– Representation from each of VP’s and 

President’s office

• Faculty, staff, and student participation

• Meetings once a month – open to the public

– Early focus on Energy conservation and recycling



Reporting Structure



Job Description:

Collaboratively facilitate sustainability 

activities involved in research, education, 

planning construction, operations and public 

service.  Provide staff support to the Green 

Team, collect data develop marketing 

strategies, coordinate projects, and partner 

with various campus departments 

undertaking sustainability initiatives. 



Important Skills/Characteristics

• Communication!

– Ability and willingness to speak to anyone

– Ability to explain sustainability related topics 

to lay public

• Passion and determination

• Problem solving and Diplomacy

• Research



Getting Started

1. Ask questions 

2. Inventory everything – find out what you 

know and don’t know

– You can’t measure success if you don’t know 

what you are doing

3. Talk to people

4. Say “YES” to every opportunity and then 

figure out how it relates to sustainability 



Funding for Initiatives

GET CREATIVE AND BE OPPORTUNISTIC:

• Partner with other campus departments

• Work with others in the community

MORE CONVENTIONAL SOURCES:

• Grants

• Revolving loan funds

• Student Fees



Where we are

• Piloting STARS –

Sustainability, Tracking, 

Assessment, and Rating 

System

• Exploring community 

partnership 

opportunities

• Green Cleaning (k-12 

buildings)

• Sustainable Dining 

Initiatives

• Reggie Ride free bike 

“rental”

• Annual Sustainability 

Report

• Ride Share Program

• New employee 

orientation
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