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preferable products from a 
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Many great EPP efforts
• King County, 

Washington
• State of 

Massachusetts
• State of California
• Responsible 

Purchasing Network
• Etc….
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Guiding Statute

Reduction & Reuse

Recycling

Composting yard & food waste

Incineration

Landfill

• Minnesota Statute 
defines waste 
hierarchy

• encourages 
“reduction in the 
amount and toxicity 
of waste generated”
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Other Minnesota Laws

• State Government Resource Recovery 
program

• Purchase of recycled, repairable, and 
durable materials

• Purchase and use of paper stock, printing

Local governments have passed 
EPP-related ordinances and 

resolutions
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Minnesota’s EPP Program

• 1 FTE dedicated to increasing EPP by 
governments

• Coordination with Dept. of Admin’s MMD
• Several active counties and cities
• Work with existing groups and programs
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Why government?

• Government has HUGE purchasing power

Drive the market for green products
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Why government?

• “Lead by example” philosophy

Encourage other public entities, 
businesses, and citizens to buy green
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EPP at the State Level

• State contracts
• Work with 

existing groups 
and programs

• ALP Trainings
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State contracts
• Incorporate environmental specs
• Assist with RFPs and bid review
• Focus on big impact contracts 
• Use environmental codes to track EPP off 

contracts

Increase availability of green products
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State contract successes
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Tracking EPP

• EE = Energy Efficient            
• LT = Less Toxic
• PB = Plant-based
• RB = Rebuilt
• RC = Recycled Content 

(post-consumer)
• RK = Reduced Packaging
• EM = Remanufactured

• RE = Repair
• US = Used
• WC = Water Conserving
• MU = Multiple Codes
• TO = Other
• NO = None

Environmental Codes
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Work with State Agencies

• Interagency Pollution Prevention Advisory 
Team (IPPAT) 

• Office Supply Connection

Increase awareness & 
implementation of EPP
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ALP Trainings

• Quarterly Authority for Local Purchasing 
(ALP) Trainings

• Intro to EPP for new state purchasers 

Increase awareness & 
implementation of EPP
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EPP at the Local Government 
Level

• GREEN Group
• Work with 

existing groups
• EPP Workshops
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GREEN Group

• Governments for Responsible EPP and 
Environmental Networking

• Connects the Metro EPP community 
• Meets quarterly

Helps increase EPP within the Metro
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Work with Local Governmental 
Groups

• Assist staff who are overextended in 
smaller cities and counties

• Contacts made thru county Solid Waste 
Administrators

• Work with existing groups to share EPP 
information and resources

Increase awareness & 
implementation of EPP
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EPP Workshops

• EPP workshops for purchasers hosted by 
counties

• Intro to EPP, related benefits and savings
• Speakers from private, public, non-profit 

sectors

Increase awareness and 
implementation of EPP



18

Local Government Successes
• Green cleaning at 

Hennepin County’s 
HCMC

• Sustainable building 
features at Dakota 
County’s Lebanon 
Hills Visitor Center
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Common Barriers

• Leased buildings
• Resistance to change
• Budget/time constraints
• Uncooperative individuals
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Environmentally Preferable 
Purchasing Guide (EPPG)

• EPPG published in 
1999, updated in 
2000 and 2002

• Original EPPG in print 
and web versions

• Info on EPP 
alternatives

Provide information to facilitate EPP
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• Create a more user friendly guide, provide the 
information purchasers need to implement 
EPP

• Content and web layout updates currently in 
progress

Connect with purchasers 
state-wide, increase EPP
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* EPPG Home Page

Subheadings

• Why Buy?
• What to Buy?
• Useful Resources
• Tools
• Glossary

Each page 
includes this 
drop-down 
menu
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Symbols

Detailed info on 
what each 
symbol 
represents; 
relevant symbols 
included at 
bottom of each 
product page
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Why Buy?

• Includes useful 
background info 
on EPP
• Info on how to 
use guide

Hyperlinked 
words 
throughout 
guide
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What to Buy?

• Introduces the 
different 
product/service 
areas

Click on 
arrow for 
list of 
products/
services 
within that 
area
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Click on 
arrow to 
access 
detailed 
info on this 
product

Product Area Page

• Includes 
products/services 
that fall under the 
general heading
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Click on each link 
for detailed info 
on:

• Laws/Guidelines
• Performance
• Availability
• Cost
• Specs
• Vendors
• Resources
• Sources

Product Page

Provides overview 
of product 
including 
environmental and 
health issues, plus 
links to other info 
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Where/How to buy?

Links to info on 
various national, 
state, and local 
programs
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Up next in Minnesota

• Expansion of the GREEN Group 
• Roll out of revised EPPG, state-wide 

promotion
• Connection with larger organizations of 

purchasers (i.e. MN Chapter of NIGP)
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Make it work!
Key themes:
• Networking and Outreach 
• Facilitation and Convenience



31

Make it work!

• Establish EPP staff, management 
support

• Build partnerships 
• Connect with purchasers
• Develop EPP tools
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The Bottom Line
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Feel free to contact me with any questions 
or comments!

Johanna Kertesz
johanna.kertesz@state.mn.us
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