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State of Illinois

Office of The Lieutenant Governor 

James R. Thompson Center, Suite 15-200

Chicago, Illinois 60601

Pat Quinn

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

Dear Educator,

I would like to invite you and your students to participate in an exciting, hands-on science initiative integrating habitat conservation, cultural education, and technology. 

Starting October 10, 2008, teachers and students will be able to track the migration of the Monarch butterfly throughout the 2008-2009 school year by using Monarch Live, a program developed by the US Forest Service and Prince William County Public Schools. 
With this FREE online curriculum software, classes can take interactive field trips to monitor the spectacular international flight of Monarch butterflies across Canada, the U.S, (including Illinois), and Mexico. This magical journey, deemed an “endangered natural phenomenon,” is dependent on the conservation of habitats in all three North American countries—the United States, Canada, and Mexico.  
Monarch Live will connect classrooms via live web-casts, satellite broadcasts, and/or teleconferencing that are studying monarchs. Monarch live will also spotlight current Monarch conservation and research being conducted by K-12 students, citizens, and university scientists.  The project integrates distance learning methods with activities that encourage students to create wildlife habitat and investigate their own schoolyards.  
Scientists and conservationists will conduct lesson plans for grades 4 through 8, but there will be topics of interest to all age levels.  

I look forward to the opportunity to work with you and your students, and I encourage you to visit the Monarch Live website at http://monarch.pwnet.org or call 1-800-609-2680. Please visit us online at www.ServeAndLearn.org if you wish to register to participate in this student program.  If you have any questions, please contact Ana Quinones of my office at (312) 814-5456.  Thanks for your interest.
    Sincerely,
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     Pat Quinn

     Lt. Governor


