
May 2008 Sustainable University News and Updates 
 
The Office of Lt. Governor Pat Quinn is committed to serving as a resource for your institution as 
a member of the Illinois Sustainable University Compact.  Our office periodically sends out news 
and updates to alert you about grant opportunities, events, and initiatives related to energy 
efficiency, water conservation, green building, and other sustainability issues concerning 
universities and colleges. 
 
Topics covered in this month's News and Updates: 

1. 2008 Sustainable University Symposium 
2. Field Museum - Comer Symposium  
3. Professor Dan Esty to speak at Illinois State University 
4. Green Fest 2008 
5. Green Tip of the Day 
6. Subscription information 

*************************************** 

1. 2008 Sustainable Symposium 

The State of Illinois, Green Governments Coordinating Council presents the 2008 Sustainable 
University Symposium, Tuesday, July 29, 2008. Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. Speakers and 
Workshops are from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. This year's event is hosted by the University of 
Illinois at Chicago at the UIC Forum, 725 W. Roosevelt Rd in Chicago.  

Join Lt. Governor Pat Quinn in learning how to make your university or college campus more 
sustainable by implementing a variety of green practices and programs. Speakers and workshops 
will cover topics such as green facilities management, sustainable construction and maintenance, 
energy efficiency and conservation, sustainable procurement, waste reduction, and sustainable 
campus transportation. 

This symposium is an opportunity to exchange ideas with your peers and identify new programs 
to apply at your university. Past years’ symposium participants included university and college 
administrators, sustainability directors, facilities managers, campus planners and architects, 
engineers, faculty, and student leaders. 

For registration and more information, please visit: www.GreenSolutions.il.gov  

For those that want to exhibit at the symposium, our office will send out that information in early 
June.  

If you have any questions, please contact Jamie Caston at 312-814-6671 or 
jamie.caston@illinois.gov  

*************************************** 

2. Field Museum - Comer Symposium  

On Wednesday May 14, 2008, the Field Museum will be hosting: A GLOBAL WARNING: 
Understanding Climate Change, a global warming panel discussion presented by The Gary C. 
Comer Family. Join WGN radio host John Williams as he moderates a discussion with experts in 
the fields of geophysics, ecology and policy to explore how our changing climate is changing our 
planet. Panelists include Timothy E. Wirth of the United Nations Foundation and Better World 
Fund, Dr. Ray Pierrehumbert of the University of Chicago, and Dr. Doug Stotz of The Field 
Museum.  
 
Wednesday, May 14, 2008 - 7:00pm. Cost: FREE Location: West Lobby, The Field Museum, 1400 
S. Lake Shore Drive. Pre-registration recommended. Call 312.665.7400 to reserve your ticket. 
 
Box Office opens at 5:30 p.m., as does a reception (light refreshments will be served). Meet with 



ECCo scientists and learn more about the Museum's local and international conservation efforts 
and how this work combats the effects of climate change on global biodiversity. The symposium 
begins at 7 pm in the James Simpson Theatre. After the event, stop by the UBS table and pick up 
a Japanese maple tree sapling to plant at home. 

See: http://www.fieldmuseum.org/calendarsystem/Search_Type.asp?Type=LEC   

 

*************************************** 

3. Professor Dan Esty to speak at Illinois State University 

Dan Esty, Professor of Environmental Law and Policy at Yale University and author of Green to 
Gold: How Smart Companies Use Environmental Strategy to Innovate, Create Value, and Build 
Competitive Advantage, will speak at Illinois State University on Thursday, May 15 at 2 p.m. in 
the Caterpillar Auditorium in the College of Business Building.  The event is free and open to the 
public and a reception will follow.   

Esty will discuss his book about the environmental strategies and business practices of large 
corporations.  His current research includes projects on environmental protection in the 
Information Age, a rethinking for corporate environmental strategy, global environmental 
governance, and “next generation” approaches to pollution control and natural resource 
management.   
 

*************************************** 

4. Green Fest 2008 

The world's largest environmental expo is back in Chicago. Green Fest is showcasing more than 
350 diverse local and national green businesses displaying and selling eco-friendly, fair trade and 
sustainable products. More than 150 visionary speakers appear for standing-room-only panel 
discussions, presentations and main stage speaking events. You’ll also enjoy great how-to 
workshops, green films, a fair trade pavilion, yoga and movement classes, kids’ zone, delicious 
organic beer, wine and cuisine, and live music. 

This year the event will be held at Navy Pier, May 17 and 18, 2008. Saturday hours are from 
10am to 8pm and Sunday from 11am to 6pm.   
 
For more information regarding this event, visit: 
http://www.greenfestivals.org/content/view/230/200/

 

*************************************** 

5. Green Tip of the Month: Energy savings and your cell phone 
 
Over 130 million cell phones and their batteries were tossed in 2005, but here are a few tips to 
help save your cell phone battery from a similar fate. 
 
1. Stop charging overnight! The longer a battery is charging, the longer it's exposed to heat, 
which can wear it down. Most cell phone batteries fully charge in under two hours, so as soon as 
all bars have been restored, unplug your phone. And while you're at it, unplug the charger, which 
constantly drains power even when it's not juicing up your phone. 
 
2. All heat sources--not just the charger--can damage the battery, so whenever possible, keep 
your phone out of the heat. Put it in your pocket instead of on the picnic table on hot days. Avoid 
parking it on the dashboard of your vehicle. 
 

http://www.fieldmuseum.org/calendarsystem/Search_Type.asp?Type=LEC
http://www.greenfestivals.org/content/view/230/200/


3. Adjust to power-saving settings. Lighting the screen drains the most battery power, so cut the 
LCD brightness down as far as you can without causing eye strain, and, if your eyes can take it, 
turn down the backlight setting so that it dims in just a few seconds. 
 
4. During periods when you'd rather not be bothered, like in the movie theater or while sleeping, 
turn the phone off completely. 

 

*************************************** 

6. Subscription Information 
 
You are receiving this email as a member of the Illinois Sustainable University Compact. 
 
For more information about the Lt. Governor’s sustainability initiatives and the Illinois Green 
Governments Coordinating Council, please visit www.GreenSolutions.il.gov. 
 
If you no longer wish to receive Sustainable University News and Updates, or wish to add a 
colleague to our list, please contact Jamie Caston, Jamie.Caston@illinois.gov, (312) 814-6671. 
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