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Standing Up For Main Streets

Lt. Governor Quinn Helps Mt. Vernon Go Wireless
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Bridging The Digital Divide In Main Street Communities

Many Illinois Main Street communities are located in rural areas which lack adequate 
access to the broadband services needed in today’s economy. 

In January, 2005, Quinn led the ceremony marking activation of the first phase of the 
Northern Illinois Technology Triangle which will improve Internet access for northern 
Illinois counties including Main Street communities. 

In the summer of 2005, Quinn launched the Wireless Main Street initiative to help 
boost tourism, education and economic development. Quincy and Mt. Vernon are 
the first two Main Street communities to receive Wireless Main Street funds. Quincy 
is using its Wireless Main Street grant to build a wireless network to service visitors, 
business owners and even boaters on the Mississippi River. Mt. Vernon is using 
its wireless program to provide service in their downtown area that boasts over 
200 businesses. 

Promoting Tourism On Main Street

History-based tourism is a key source of economic growth. Lt. Governor Quinn kicked 
off the 4th Annual Drivin’ the Dixie Highway Tour featuring more than 100 vintage 
cars. The participants passed through Blue Island, Momence and Danville – all 
Illinois Main Street communities. 

In 2004, Lt. Governor Quinn led a caravan of classic cars on a tour of historic 
Route 66. In 2005, he joined successful community efforts to make Route 66 
an official National Scenic Byway. Route 66 travels through seven Illinois Main 
Street communities: Plainfield, Dwight, Pontiac, Bloomington, Lincoln, Springfield 
and Collinsville.

Over 10,000 people work and visit the State of Illinois James R. Thompson Center in 
Chicago every day. On June 14, they learned about tourism opportunities in Illinois 
Main Street communities at the first-ever Illinois Main Street Day in Chicago. 

Illinois Main Street’s road show then moved down Route 66 to Springfield and the 
Illinois State Fair. At the fair, more than 500 people entered a raffle to win unique 
prizes from Illinois Main Street communities, including theatre tickets and romantic 
weekend getaways. Visitors to the Lt. Governor’s Tent also had an opportunity to 
meet Main Street Max, Illinois Main Street’s new promotional ambassador.
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Beginning in 1977 with the Western Illinois community of Galesburg, Illinois Main Street is now one of the nation’s 
largest preservation-based economic development programs and boasts more than 60 communities across the state 
stretching from Rockford on the Rock River to Golconda on the Ohio River. 

2005 was a banner year for Illinois Main Street as it introduced new services, added communities and presented 
more events. Using proven strategies and entrepreneurship, the Lt. Governor’s Office focused on bringing economic 
growth to Illinois main streets. 
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Expanding The Illinois Main Street Program

Five new towns and two new neighborhood business 
districts joined the program in 2005. Welcome 
Abingdon, Benton, DuQuoin, Rockford, West Frankfort, 
Clearing/United Business Association of Midway 
and Portage Park/Six Corners Association!

In November, more than 275 people traveled 
to Springfield for the Putting The Pieces Together 
downtown revitalization conference. In addition to 
a full range of educational sessions, attendees also 
had the opportunity to tour the new Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Library and Museum.

This year, Lt. Governor Pat Quinn and the Illinois Main 
Street Advisory Council named the four inaugural 
Premier Programs – given only to the most successful 
Main Street communities which include Crystal Lake, 
Jacksonville, Quincy and St. Charles.

In addition to all the new services and events, 
Illinois Main Street continues to offer a full range of 
traditional assistance to the member communities. The 
design services team completed 62 projects for 24 
communities. The program staff visited 37 communities 
and assisted more than 90 communities.

Lt. Governor Quinn Visits With Downtown Neighborhood Association of Elgin Officials At The Illinois Main Street Day In Chicago
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SPOTLIGHT
ILLINOISMAINSTREET.ORG

Last spring, Lt. Governor Pat Quinn unveiled the new 
IllinoisMainStreet.org website. The heart of the website is 
the Discover our Towns section which includes individual 
pages for each designated Illinois Main 
Street community. Another 
popular feature is the 
suggested tours. 
Website visitors 
can now read 
about exploring 
Illinois Main Street 
by rail, driving any 
of five unique road 
tours and going eagle 
watching in an Illinois Main Street 
community. Each month thousands of website visitors check 
out the Illinois Main Street Calendar of Events. These visitors 
learn about hundreds of events held each year.

Fostering Economic Growth On Main Streets

Illinois Main Street has helped create more than 1,600 
new businesses, 3,500 full-time jobs and 2,675 part-
time jobs in Illinois Main Street communities since the 
program’s inception. Illinois Main Street projects have 
spurred more than $135 million in public improvements 
and more than $446 million in private reinvestment.
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D I D 
YOU KNOW?

Main Street Max is 
modeled on a character 
used to promote Illinois 

tourism in the 1940s.

GET TO KNOW
ILLINOIS MAIN STREETS

Illinois Main Street Communities:

Abingdon, Aledo, Alton, Batavia, Belleville, 
Belvidere, Benton, Bloomington, Blue Island, 

Cambridge, Carbondale, Collinsville, Crystal 
Lake, Danville, DeKalb, Dixon, DuQuoin, Dwight, 
Eldorado, Elgin, Forest Park, Galesburg, Genoa, 
Golconda, Hardin County, Harvard, Jacksonville, 
Libertyville, Lincoln, Lombard, Macomb, Marion, 
Marshall, Mascoutah, Clearing/United Business 
Association of Midway, Momence, Monticello, 
Mt. Vernon, Mundelein, Murphysboro, O’Fallon, 
Orion, Paris, Paxton, Pekin, Pittsfield, Plainfield, 
Pontiac, Portage Park/Six Corners Assoication, 

Princeton, Prophetstown, Quincy, Rockford, 
Rock Island, Rushville, Springfield, St. Charles, 
Taylorville, Tuscola, Vandalia, Waukegan, 

West Frankfort and Winfield

Building on the success of the 2004 Farmers Market 
program, the Lt. Governor’s Office awarded grants to 
25 Illinois Main Street communities to support farmers 
markets this year. Thousands of people purchased 
fresh Illinois products from local farmers and supported 
their local economies. 

Hurricanes Katrina and Rita caused significant 
damage to business districts and disrupted community 
life on the Gulf Coast. Illinois Main Street communities 
responded with financial aid and supplies to their sister 
Main Street communities in Louisiana and Mississippi.

Above: Lt. Governor Quinn Welcomes Rockford To Illinois Main Street
Below: Recipients Of Illinois Main Street Downtown Revitalization Awards
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Lt. Governor Quinn Joins With Bloomington Mayor Judy Markowitz To Declare Bloomington A New Illinois Main Street Community
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Facilitating Community Improvements On Illinois Main Streets

In October, Illinois Main Street sponsored the first-ever Illinois Main Street Cyber Sale. 
Businesses, residents and municipal governments in 19 Illinois Main Street communities 
scoured their attics and garages, and thought up interesting local “experiences” to 
market worldwide. More than 1,000 unique Illinois items were donated including a 
role as an extra in an upcoming feature film and dinner with a World Heavyweight 
Champion. All of the nearly $12,000 raised was used to benefit specific projects in 
Illinois Main Street communities including restoration of the Dwight Train Depot, free 
Shakespeare in the Park program in Batavia and streetscaping projects.

Credit: Decatur Herald & Review
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UPDATE : UTICA
In April 2004, one of the deadliest tornados in Illinois history claimed eight lives in Utica and Granville. Lt. Governor Pat Quinn and Illinois Main Street 
immediately responded with help including consulting services and a financial grant. New York Says Thank You Foundation is a grassroots organization 
formed to commemorate the support given to New York City following the tragic events of September 11, 2001 by helping rebuild communities around the 
United States affected by disasters. On September 10, 2005, 30 volunteers including 17 firefighters from New York City traveled to Utica to help in rebuilding 
efforts. Volunteers constructed two gazebos in Utica and Granville, painted the Utica firehouse, completed tornado-related home repairs, landscaped the 
newly rebuilt Utica Village Hall and restored a Little League baseball diamond. Utica joined Illinois Main Street as an introductory level community.

Lt. Governor Quinn Welcomes The New York Says Thank You Foundation To Illinois

First Lady Laura Bush, President George Bush And Lt. Governor Quinn Opening The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library And Museum In Springfield, A Main Street Community
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