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David Bahlman

David Bahlman is President and CEO of Landmarks Illinois (formerly Landmarks Preservation Council of Illinois).
Since 1999, he has led the organization’s efforts to save the architectural and historic treasures of Illinois. David
previously ran the Foundation for San Francisco’s Architectural Heritage and the Society of Architectural Heritage.
David began his career teaching at the Columbus College of Arts and Design and the Columbus Museum of Fine
Arts. David received his Bachelors and Masters degree in Art History from The Ohio State University. He also
studied architectural historic at the University of Pennsylvania.

Mary Blankenbaker

A native of historic Galena, Mary is committed to expanding tourism and eco-
nomic development programs in historic downtowns in Illinois. Mary is the Vice

President of Benjamin’s Ltd., a landmark restaurant in Galena. Mary also serves as

a Director of the National Restaurant Association and previously served in several

roles with the Illinois Restaurant Association. For almost ten years, Mary served

on the board of the Galena/Jo Daviess County Convention and Visitors Bureau.
Mary is a native of Indiana and received her Bachelors degree from Indiana State

University and Master of Science degree from Indiana University.

Jim Baum

H. James Baum is President of Baum’s Inc., a Morris, Illinois retail store. He is a third generation retailer who
operates, together with his wife Carol, a 132-year-old women’s apparel store. In addition, he owns and operates
several other retailing ventures. He is a director of a national bank and an Illinois manufacturing company. He is
also the managing partner of two commercial real estate companies.

Jim is the past chairman of the Illinois Retail Merchants Association as well as past chairman of the National
retail Federation’s “Small Stores Board of Directors.” He continues as a member of the Executive Committee and
Corporation Secretary for NRF. The National Retail Federation named him the 1993 Small Store Retailer of the
Year. In 1997, Jim and Carol Baum were named the Illinois Retailers of the Year.

Jim is a frequent speaker on issues of “Small Store Survival” and on the redevelopment of small town “Main
Streets.” He is a co-founder of the “National Small Store Institute” and is a contributor of articles on issues con-
fronting small retailers. Jim spends considerable time in civic activities in Morris. He is the past president of the
Morris Community High School Board of Education, past president of the Morris Hospital, and past president of
the Grundy County Chamber of Commerce. He is an Elder of the First Presbyterian Church of Morris.

Robert Coomer

Robert Coomer was named Director of the Illinois Historic Preservation Agen-
cy September 1, 2004. He is responsible for overseeing the Agency’s mission of
preserving and promoting the cultural and historic fabric of the State of Illinois.
The Agency administers more than 60 historic sites and memorials throughout
Illinois, oversees the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum (AL-
PLM), conducts regulatory oversight of federal and state-funded projects, places
Illinois historic sites on the National Register of Historic Places, and publishes
several scholarly and popular periodicals and journals relating to recent research
on Illinois history.

Mr. Coomer was involved in establishing the criteria for the selection of the ALPLM’s architectural firm and
program development firm and participated in the conceptual and development design phase for the Museum
project. Mr. Coomer works closely with the ALPLM Director to ensure that this multi-million dollar facility is
the premier research and tourist center on the life and times of Abraham Lincoln.



Prior to being named Director, Mr. Coomer served as the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency’s Superintendent
of Historic Sites for twenty-two years. Under his leadership, the number of state-owned Historic Sites grew from
45 to 61. He instituted a volunteer program at the sites and was instrumental in developing not-for-profit support
organizations at many of the sites. He also oversaw the planning, design and construction of all capital improve-
ments to restore and preserve historic structures and support facilities at the sites.

Mr. Coomer was raised in the Springfield community and graduated from Western Illinois University. He earned
a Masters degree from the University of Illinois.

! Tasha Green

Tasha is the Executive Director of High Jump, a non-profit academic enrichment
program for talented, low-income students in the Chicago area. Previously, Tasha
managed the Summer Fellows Program for the Chicago Public Schools. She also
coordinated the Grow Our Own Program that helps train students interested in a
career in teaching.

Tasha spent six years in the United States Navy. She also has a Masters degree from
the University of Illinois at Chicago, a Bachelors degree from Brooklyn College
and a Project Management Certificate from the University of Illinois at Chicago.

Jack Lavin

Jack Lavin has served as Governor Rod Blagojevich’s Director of the Illinois Department of Commerce and
Economic Opportunity for over three years. During that time, he has led the transformation of the agency into an
organization geared to meet the challenges of the 21st century.

Lavin has nineteen years of experience, and a record of job creation and financial management in both the busi-
ness world and in Illinois State government.

Jack grew up in Elmhurst, in the Chicago suburbs. He graduated from York High School and holds both a Masters’
degree in business from the University of Chicago with a specialization in finance as well as a Masters’ degree
in international relations from the University of Chicago. He also completed a semester of graduate studies at
Yonsei University in South Korea. He is a magna cum laude graduate of the University of Illinois at Urbana/
Champaign.

As Director of DCEO, Jack has led the total reorganization of the agency, which included the introduction of re-
gional business outreach and goals, the coordination of state job training programs geared for maximum economic
impact, and the overall streamlining of the agency.

Among his key accomplishments at DCEO are the passage

of
legislation to ensure corporate accountability in the applica-
tion of state business incentive programs, the passage and
implementation of new film tax credits that have revitalized
that industry, and the creation of new, innovate job train-

ing programs — including programs that partner with exist-
ing businesses, identify critical skill shortages, and/or aim at  ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY
preparing the disabled for the workforce.

Jack also served as Deputy State Treasurer for Illinois from 1993-1995, where he was directly responsible for all
investment strategies and programs in the Treasurer’s $5 billion annual investment portfolio. Prior to that, he was
Director of Development Finance for the State Treasurer from 1991-93.



Carolyn Oxtoby

Carolyn exemplifies the very best in making a difference in Springfield’s down-
town. Her concern for preserving historic buildings and then adopting new uses
is shown in multiple ways. Oxtoby donated $350,000 towards the purchase of the
Masonic Temple which was transformed into the Hoogland Center for the Arts.

Her most recent rescue and renovation success story is that of the Egyptian Re-
naissance Apartment building. In this generous move, Ms. Oxtoby agreed to lease
the property from the church, invest her own capital, bring the building back to
usefulness and act as the landlord. The building will house moderate-income
families and still remain a financial asset to the church. However, Carolyn may
be best known for her efforts to save the entire north side of the Old State Capitol
Plaza. The north side was slated to be demolished for green space in the Abraham
Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum project. The historic buildings were
saved and are occupied today including the Fisher/Latham building.

John Penn

John Penn, Bloomington, Illinois, is business manager for the Great Plains Laborers’ District Council, which
represents 13,000 Laborers’ International Union members, organized into 15 different locals covering northern
Illinois, lowa, Nebraska, and South Dakota. Prior to his election to this position in 1994, he served as business
manager for Laborers’ Local 362 in Bloomington, [llinois, where he was first elected to that position in 1976. Two
years before that, he served in his first full-time union office, as Secretary-Treasurer at Local 362.

John is a 1979 graduate of the Harvard University Trade Union Program and before that attended Illinois State
University and graduated from Bloomington High School. He served in the United States Air Force, with assign-
ments in Korea and Vietnam.

At both the Great Plains Laborers’ District Council, and before that, as Laborers Local 362, John emphasizes
community involvement by local union members, positive relationships with local business and government and
increased training opportunities for union members. He encourages local unions to donate their time, talent, and

resources to their local community, building a positive partnership.

John and his wife Mary have one daughter and three grandchildren.
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