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RESTORE, RESTRUCTURE, REVITALIZE: RESULTS 
 

 Oh, what a lot has happened in the past year!  Between the 2003 and 
2004 Annual Conferences, communities were added to the Illinois Main Street program 
and new services introduced.  There certainly was much to celebrate at the 2004 
Annual Downtown Revitalization Conference in Dixon, Illinois.  
 
CONFERENCE SESSIONS REVIEW 
 
 The 2004 Conference featured many new educational sessions offering 
opportunities for both the new introductory communities and the maturing communities. 
Sessions were also added reflecting new focuses of the Office of the Lt. Governor: 
promoting the planting of trees in Main Street communities, the value of energy 
efficiency and the possibilities for creating residential opportunities in downtown Main 
Street communities.  Introductory communities enjoyed a full set of sessions tailored to 
their needs.  
 
WELCOME NEW COMMUNITIES 
 
 At the 2004 Conference, three new Associate communities were welcomed into 
the Illinois Main Street program.  Lombard, Mt. Vernon and Hardin County are very 
different from each other, but all share a goal to improve the economies of their historic 
business districts.  Hardin County is the first ever county-wide program.  The next 
application round for new Associate Communities will be late spring, 2005 but 
applications to become an Introductory community are accepted at any time.              
For more information about the services available under the new tiered system, please 
go to IllinoisMainStreet.org.   
 
LT. GOVERNOR’S PRESENTATION 
 
 Lt. Governor Pat Quinn presented 31 Awards for Excellence in Downtown 
Revitalization in 27 categories at the 2004 Conference. A complete listing of Award 
Winners is available online at IllinoisMainStreet.org.  In his speech at the Awards 
Banquet, Quinn complimented the 58 Illinois Main Street communities on their many 
successes.  He also thanked the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency staff for the        
30 projects which they completed for Main Street communities in the past year.    
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COMING UP NEXT 
 
 The Annual Conference is over and it is time to move on.  Lt. Governor Pat 
Quinn is pleased to announce new services and opportunities.   
 
 In the past year, Illinois Main Street has made much progress in reducing the 
backlog of annual program reviews.  By the new year, eleven more reviews will be 
completed bringing the total to 50 for the year.  
 
 Illinois Main Street recently introduced a tiered system of services.  This tailoring 
of services has allowed many new communities to join the program at the Affiliate level.  
We are now pleased to offer a new level, the Premiere Community designation.  Details 
on how to apply for this designation will soon be sent to all designated Illinois Main 
Street communities.  For more information please contact Wendy Bell at (217) 782-5990 
or Wendy_Bell@ltgov.state.il.us . 
 
 The Illinois Main Street Advisory Council is having its quarterly meeting on 
December 6.  Do you have any ideas for the Council to discuss? If so, send them to 
Wendy Bell.   
 
 The 2004 Annual Conference may be barely behind us, but 2005 is just around 
the corner.  It takes a long time to plan a statewide conference.  Expect to receive a 
Request for Proposals by the end of the year regarding the 2005 conference.  Does 
your community want to show off its successes?  If so, consider hosting the conference.  
 
 What new services do you want?  We are always looking to improve our 
program.  Submit your comments in the online suggestion box at LtGovernor.il.gov.   
 
 Do you have friends interested in Illinois Main Street?  Encourage them to sign 
up for the Illinois Main Street e -mail action alerts.  They will receive this newsletter as 
well as information about how to join the program.  Sign up today at LtGovernor.il.gov 
(click on Contact Quinn).     
 
 It’s almost holiday season.  What events do you have planned? Please 
remember to include your upcoming events on your Monthly Reports.  Any events you 
list will be included in the online calendar of events at IllinoisMainStreet.org.  Thanks, 
and have a happy holiday season.  
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