
Illinois government is going green – and so can you! 
 
The State of Illinois administers many environmentally friendly programs. State agencies – and 
their websites – can help you “green” your home, your business and your community. 
 
Resources for Businesses, Homes, Community Organizations and More 
 

Solar Energy Rebate Program 
Every spring, the State accepts applications for the Solar Energy Rebate Program from homes and 
businesses. This DCEO program provides 30 percent of eligible costs up to $10,000 for the installation of 
solar thermal or solar photovoltaic (electric) equipment.  Federal tax credits for up to 30% of the cost of solar 
energy systems are also available!  To apply, visit www.illinoisenergy.org.  
 

Small Business $mart Energy Program (SB$E) 
The Small Business $mart Energy (SB$E) program provides energy efficiency technical services for small to 
medium-sized for-profit businesses.  The technical services identify opportunities for energy savings through 
intelligent building design and efficient building components and systems.  The Small Business $mart Energy 
program also supports the Smart Energy Design Assistance Center (SEDAC).  For details, visit 
www.illinoisenergy.org and www.sedac.org. 
 

Green Supplies 
Illinois government has built “green” requirements into contracts for office furniture, copiers and cleaning 
supplies, via the Department of Central Management Services: fully half of our cleaning vendors now use 
Green Seal-approved products in State buildings, and the other half will start doing so this year. You can buy 
green, too: view our contracts at www.purchase.state.il.us; click on “Master Contracts” then “Green 
Contracts.” 
 

Green Your Space Database 
The State created a database of green building suppliers and products for its first “green lease” - a lease 
whose landlord agrees to conform to green building practices which promote environmentally responsible 
construction and disposal methods plus energy-efficient practices that reduce building energy use and costs.  
Illinoisans can use the list to “green” homes and offices: visit www.cms.il.gov/green. 
 

Illinois Recycling Grants Program 
The Illinois Recycling Grants Program provides technical and financial assistance to communities, 
businesses, and not-for-profit organizations collecting and processing recyclable materials. This DCEO 
program issues requests-for-applications to fund traditional (fiber, metal, glass, and plastic) recycling 
collection and processing efforts. The program also issues requests-for-applications to fund other items, with 
a recent focus on computer and electronics recycling. Additional information is available on the DCEO 
website, www.illinoisrecycles.com. 
 

Green Fuel 
Illinois has become a recognized national leader in using E-85 ethanol, biodiesel and flexible-fuel vehicles 
after Gov. Blagojevich directed State agencies to use cleaner-burning, domestically produced biofuels.  To 
locate Illinois gas stations that offer E-85, visit www.illinoisgreenfleets.org. 
 

Illinois Alternate Fuels Rebate Program 
Illinois EPA offers rebates for alternate fuel vehicles, conversion systems, or alternate fuel purchased from an 
Illinois company or vendor.  Eligible fuels include E-85, Biodiesel, natural gas, propane, electricity, and 
hydrogen.  To apply, visit www.illinoisgreenfleets.org. 
 

Household Hazardous Waste Collection 
Illinois EPA maintains several long-term facilities for disposal of Household Hazardous Waste.  For sites and 
a schedule of upcoming collections, go to www.epa.state.il.us (click on the “Land” link). 
 



Illinois Green Governments Coordinating Council 
The Illinois Green Governments Coordinating Council is made up of representatives from 15 state agencies 
and serves to improve the sustainability of Illinois government operations and policies.  The Council also 
serves as a resource for local governments and educational institutions throughout the state.  For information 
about the Council’s activities and programs, visit www.greensolutions.il.gov.  
 

Illinois Sustainable Technology Center 
The Illinois Sustainable Technology Center (ISTC) is a Division of the Institute of Natural Resource 
Sustainability at the University of Illinois.  ISTC is a change agency that performs research, spreads 
awareness, and facilitates implementation regarding practices, technology and systems that improve 
sustainability.  For details, visit www.istc.illinois.edu.  
 

Right-to-Know/Contaminated Groundwater 
Illinois EPA is responsible for responding to the needs and expectations of Illinois citizens as they relate to 
the protection of human health, welfare and the environment.  For details, visit 
www.epa.state.il.us/community-relations/right-to-know. 
 

Wastewater & Drinking Water Infrastructure Revolving Loan Programs 
Illinois EPA provides low interest loans to units of local government for the construction of new and existing 
wastewater and drinking water facilities to improve water quality and drinking water safety.  For more 
information, visit www.epa.state.il.us/water/financial-assistance. 
 

Streamlined Cleanup & Lakeshore Enhancement Program (SCALE) 
Monetary awards from SCALE are available to organizations that have an established, recurring streambank 
or lakeshore cleanup. For more information, call (217) 557-1441. 
 

Illinois Clean Lakes Program 
Illinois EPA’s financial assistance grant program supports lake owners' interest in and commitment to long-
term, comprehensive lake management.  Visit www.epa.state.il.us/water/conservation-2000/iclp.html. 
 

Volunteer Lake Monitoring Program 
This Illinois EPA education program utilizes the time and talents of citizen volunteers.  It teaches Illinois 
citizens about lake ecosystems and serves as a cost-effective method of gathering fundamental information 
on inland lakes.  To find out more about the Volunteer Lake Monitoring Program, go to 
www.epa.state.il.us/water/conservation-2000/vlmp.html. 
 

         
 
The Illinois Green Governments Coordinating Council, chaired by Lieutenant Governor Pat Quinn, 
includes representatives from 14 member state agencies.  The Council helps coordinate the myriad 
efforts of State of Illinois agencies to reduce pollution and waste, increase green purchasing, 
facilitate green building practices, and promote green-friendly policies. 
 
Illinois EPA seeks to control pollution and increase water quality offers rebates for alternate fuel use 
and collects hazardous waste through one-day and long-term collection facilities.  Among other 
duties, CMS helps State agencies buy green products, lease green space and use flexible-fuel 
vehicles.  DCEO seeks to demonstrate the economic development benefits of energy efficiency, 
renewable energy, renewable fuels and recycling. 
 
Visit the Council’s website at www.GreenSolutions.il.gov. 


