[image: image1.png]



March 21, 2008





Contact: Elizabeth Austin 

For immediate release





    312-814-8760


Dear Editor,

As the war in Iraq enters its sixth year, we on the homefront can show our continuing support for our troops by using the state income tax form check-off to donate to the Illinois Military Family Relief Fund.

Five years ago, Illinois set an example for the nation by creating the Illinois Military Family Relief Fund to provide financial assistance to the families of Illinois National Guard members and reservists called to active duty.

Since then, we have seen our nation’s largest call-up of National Guard members and reservists since the Korean War. The lengthy and repeated deployments of those troops have affected thousands of families throughout Illinois – often creating serious financial hardships by sharply reducing the income of their primary breadwinner for months at a time.

This year, more than 4,500 men and women in Illinois expect to be called up,  and the Illinois Military Family Relief Fund has dropped below $1 million for the first time in its history.  To show your support for our men and women in uniform and their families, you can make a voluntary donation to the Fund by checking off line 28-G as you fill out your state income tax forms. If you’ve already filed your income taxes and you want to help, you can contribute via our website at www.OperationHomefront.org. 

When the Illinois Military Family Relief Fund was first created, no one knew that the need to help these families would be so great and so sustained.  This year, as thousands of National Guard members and reservists answer their nation’s call, they should not have to worry that their families are suffering financially at home. Through this simple tax form check-off, we can truly support our troops, and their families as well.

Sincerely, 

Pat Quinn

Lt. Governor 

�


State of Illinois


Office of The Lieutenant Governor 


James R. Thompson Center, Suite 15-200


Chicago, Illinois 60601





Pat Quinn								


LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR						 
















































